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CONCER NING 


The serhser and Prax of the e ESSAY. 
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'o n HAVE maturely conſider'd the objections you have 

been ſo kind as to make to ſome parts of my eſſay, 

ea. which I eſteem a ſubſtantial proof of the ſincerity of 

your friendſhip for me : And from the expericnced 

candour of your diſpoſition, I am confident that it will give you 

pleaſure to find them obviated by a few general obſervations upon 

the whole of my plan; with reſpect to which it appears that I 
have not been fo lucky as to be quite underſtood, 


I entirely agree with you, that a poem formed upon a moral 
and religious plan is not at all likely to have a great currency. 
I am aware that it will be particularly diſguſtful to two forts of 
readers; thoſe who have ſo little apprehenſion of the dignity of 


poetry, that they ſcorn to caſt a ſerious eye upon what they never 
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fling amuſement ; and thoſe, wich whoy 
of the regard which is due to religion, is all meer capt and 
enthuſiaſm. You give me hopes however, that an attempt ſome- 
what new of its kind, to confirm and ſtrengthen the amiable 
impreſſions, which every truly pious and benevolent man is natu- 
rally inclin'd to receive of the Deity and of his fellow-creatures, 
may claim ſome attention from perſons of that character. If even 
there my attempt ſhall prove ineffeRual ; and it ſhall appear that 
I am only adding one to the number of imperfe& productions, 
which are daily - periſhing as. ſoon as they ſeg the light; I ſhall 
fill have the ſatisfaction to reflect, that with reſpect to my chief 
purpoſe in this publication, I am ſecure from diſappointment. 
Content with having paid the tribute of my poor endeayours to- 
wards the ſupport of ſo good a cauſe, I ſhall at all times rejoice: 
to ſee the honour of a more ſucceſsful vindication of it obtain d. 
by ſuperior merit and abilities. | 


In the firſt book is exhibited that moſt clear and convincing 
evidence of che infinite goodneſs of the Deity, his conſtituting 
virtue, benevolence, or a delight i in the happineſs of others, the 
grand fource of happineſs to all intelligent beings. The reality 
of this divine conſtitution will appear doubtful to no one; by 
whom virtue is rightly underſtood; which, I muſt own, it fearce- 
ly ever is, except by thoſe, who carefully pratife it. But it will, 
as you obſerve, be queſtion'd, firſt, by thoſe who make all virtue 
to confiſt in ſome painful kind of ſelf. denial. Were all the ap- 
petites, affections and faculties of the human foul totally deprav d, 
as they are too often falſely repreſented to be, this objection 


might be founded in truth. But while reaſon, conſeience, be- 


2 and pious inelinations, and affections, are confeliedly; 
part 


1 
1 
part of our nature, it is ſurely vice, that contradicts and thwarts 
this nobler part of ourſtlves, which virtue highly gratiflies. It is 
in the conſtant prevalence of this better part of out minds that 
happineſs conſiſts. There is a peculiar elegance, and lucky pre- 
cifion of idea in the etymology of the Greek word for happineſs 
EuSeijpuorie, which properly expreſſes the fame as Jniuwy a9 
a good of virtuous tetnper of mind. For this obſervation, (as 
you will immediately recollet) I am indebted to your deſer- 
vedly eſteem'd philoſopher, the good * Aurelius. To a mind 
thus. form'd for happineſs, no reaſonable moral ſyſtem, nor any 
true religion can impoſe the neceſſity of a conſtant courſe of 
mortification, or felf-denial. After all, to what part of our- 
ſelves does virtue appear to be fo ſevere a diſcipline ? to our cor- 
rupt appetites and inclinations, the diſturbers of our peace, the 
fatal ſprings of all our miſeries. Virtue then in this very light 
of a juſt and prudent ſelf-denial, is manifeſtly the great ſecurity 
and defence of human happineſs. To thoſe indeed who can 
find it in their hearts to aſſent to that ſtrange doctrine of Mr. 
Hobbes, that all men are born in a ſtate of enmity one with ano- 
ther, that they are naturally falſe and perfidious, and that all the 
little good they do is merely out of fear, virtue muſt appear to 
_ conſiſt in a direct, and conſtant oppoſition to our natural ſtate. 
But the abſurdity of this opinion is ſo glaring, that, though often 
ſeriouſly and ſolidly confuted, I could almoſt venture to affirm, 
that it was never ſincerely and heartily maintained or believed, not 
even by the inconſiſtent author of it himſelf, whoſe life and 
manners are ſaid to have been ſuch, as m evidenced the 
falſhood of his unaccountable doctrine. 1. 


M. Antonin. L. 7. S. 17. 
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\ Yau have ſome doubt whether benevolence, i. e. an affedio- 
nate endeavour to produce. the greateſt happineſs, be truly that, 
which conſtitutes the. eſſence of virtue. But pray conſider what 
it is that entitles prudence, juſtice, temperance and fortitude, or 
their ſeveral branches, veracity, candour, hoſpitality, frugality, 
fidelity, conſtancy, &c. to be deemed virtuous, or or-;morally good 
qualities. Is it not becauſe they are diſpoſitions tendin g to pro- 
mote the general happineſs? Separate, if you can, from any of 
theſe qualities, all idea of a benevolent intention, and then tell 
me what you can find in it of moral goodneſs left. But ill, you 
reply, we conſtantly. approve them as virtuous at firſt view, and 
without conſidering, their particular tendency and application. We 
do fo; and the reaſon. is, becauſe they are already known by 
univerſal experience to be neceſſary to the public welfare. You 
ſeem to think that agreeableneſs to truth or reaſon, independent 
of benevolent affections, is a more juſt idea of the character of 
virtue. But be pleaſed to examine a little whether reaſon, or the 
knowledge of the true relations of things can incite a man to 
action, who has no end in view; and then whether any end can 


be really propoſed, without ſome inclination or affection. Theſe 


points being ſettled, J am ſure you will very readily determine 
of what kind that inclination or affection muſt be, which deno- 
minates any action virtuous. Dr. Clarke's! obſcure expreſſion of 
the character of virtue, vi. a conformity to the eternal and un- 
alterable relations in the nature of things, is reſolvable into that, 


which you ſeem to approve of, the conformity to truth and reaſon. 


Of the fame import is Mr. Woolafton's more ambiguous explica- 
tion of it, when he calls it the ſignificancy of truth in actions. 
Theſe three accounts come all Rr ae od the true idea of 


virtue, | 


8 


Jau,, independent of that fundamental pring ple, benevolence 
in n the intention or affedtion. 
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I ſuppoſe le be needleſs here to deſire you to take notice 
that i in this book, and throughout the poem, by love or bene- 
volence, that principle, which conſtitutes the eſſence of all vir- 
tue, * . 5 be underſtood ; an indolent inactive principle. The 
man he power of doing good in his hands without ex- 
910 it 15 no o title t to be called benevolent. A ſincere deſire to 

Oda will neceſſarily ſet the mind at work to ſeek every occa- 


fon of di liplaying it itlelf 1 in beneficent actions. Norreg 9e . 
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a. in the olympic games it is 5 not upon thoſe, who are handſom- 
eſt a and 1, ſtrongeſt, that crowns are conferr d, but upon thoſe who 
nd. (for among theſe. are the victors; 5) ſo with reſpect to 
things laudable and virtuous in human life, it is to thoſe only, who 
ACT aright, that they openly, belong. Art ft Eth. L. I. Cy. 
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Our ee concerning the primitive ſtate of man, which 
is deſcribed in this book, are, as you rightly obſerve, ſo very con- 
fuſed, that. every attempt to form a juſt repreſentation of it, will 
probably lead us into many improprieties. However, in general, 
J think it may be affirm'd, that in that ſtate, the courſe of the ex- 
ternal world, and the internal frame of the human ſoul were 
fo harmoniouſly adapted to each other, that the entire enjoy- 
ment of the ſeveral kinds of delight reſulting from the former, 
never failed to correſpond with perfect piety and benevolence in. 


the latter. It is, you ſee, in this compleat harmony of the mind 
cf 
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happineſs of that ſtate i is here ee to 4 


You are inclined, I perceive, to haye a better op opinion A 


[ 6 1 
of r man with itſelf, and with all aer beings, with which it flood | 
connected, moſt particularly with the Supreme, that the peculiar 
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It was uſual formerly 1 in "the accounts g ven 4 this il Rate, 
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to riſe to ſo extravagant a height, as quite to excerd the bounds 


of nature, and to place man in a heavenly | not an earthly Þ aradiſe. 

15 
ner, in which this ſubject has been uſually ' treated! of. ate. But 
indeed, I muſt own, we rather ſeem to ET 0 be ru aps ito» a 
far more dangerous extreme, that of repre enting Cl Weben 
of the firſt man as but little, if any thing, 2, abe b 0 thöfe 'of 
other men. Un uckily by this notion we may be led inſepfibly 
with the deiſts, to Nate ou rſelves, that we are* not fallen of de- 
generate creatures at all; and t fancy that we ate Juſt ky pers 
fect and upright now, as we were ever intended: by cur Cteator 
to be, or as our nature will permit. The deſcription Above-men⸗ 
tion'd, ſteers a middle courſe between theſe two extrernes. 155 and 
ſcems more conformable than either to all the appearances in- na- 
ture. The power we have at preſent of approachin g conſidera- 
bly nearer to a paradifiacal ſtate, by cherithing each” benebolent 
affection, and ſilencing each diſcordant principle in our breafts, of 
of departing {till farther from it, by confoutiding: more and more 
that internal harmony, appears to me to confirm the probabilit 
of the opinion, upon which this deſcription is founded. 
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HE fall of man from his ſtate of happineſs and perfection; 
and the introduction of evil natural and moral, is in the 
fecond book chiefly aſcribed to miſtaken ſelf- love. This you ima- 
gine may be a little too liable to cavil ; and yet you allow that t 
is Obviouſly only of falſe ſelf- love that I am ſpeaking. I cannot. 
think the moſt obſtinate aſſertor of the ſelfiſh ſcheme will think 
himſelf concerned to deny the fatal tendency of this deſtructive 
principle. True ſelf-love, or the rational purſuit of our own true 
intereft, is indeed moſt laudable, and fo far from being inconſiſtent. 
with perfect benevolence, that it is naturally and neceſfarily con- 

nected with it. Though diſtinct principles, they. are always mu- 
tually ſerviceable to each other; and it is then commonly that be- 
nevolence does the higheſt ſervice to ſelf- love, when it is leaſt 
defigned. To this principle of true rational ſelf- love, the direct 
oppoſite is that falſe irrational ſelf- love, which attempts to ſet up 
an intereſt contrary to, or merely detached from, that of others. 
It was in order to convince mankind of the folly of this attempt 
to counteract his univerſal plan, that the. moſt beneficent of beings 
firſt introduced natural evil into the world, that the experience of 
mutual wants, infirmities, and diftrefles, might teach us the ne- 
ceſſity of a ſocial intereſt between man and man, as well as 


the entire dependence of the whole ſpecies upon his almighty 
will. 


Fice 
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Vice and folly, ſays an eminent writer“, tale different turns, and 
ſome particular kinds of them are more open and avowed in ſome ages 
than in others, "and it thy bi {ſaid to be very much the diſtinction of 
the preſent, to profeſs a contracted ſpirit and greater regards to ſelf- 
intereſt, than appears to have been done formerly.” It were much 
to be wiſhed, and perhaps ſome . favourable ſymptoms may give 
us room to hope, that this extreme and vicious prevalence of (elf- 
love is taking its turn to abate. | The ſcorn, which, as he -elſe- 
where obſervesÞ, one ſees ri/ing upon the faces of people who are ſaid 
to know, the. world, when mention is made gf. 4 difinterefted, generous, 
or public ſpirited conduct, is, I think, of late ſomewhat leſs open 
and avowed. The dangers and diſtreſſes, both public and pri- 
vate, that neceſſarily occur in the courſe of a burthenſome war, 
have produced more frequent calls for the principles of humanity 
and public ſpirit to exert themſelves, and the extinction of parties 
amongſt us has turned the attention of all ranks. of men more 

unanimouſly to the common good. However theſe cauſes may at 
preſent operate in producing ſuch happy effects, the miſery that 
accompanies an inordinate ſelf· love, is a ſubject at all times worthy 
of our ſerious conſideration.  _ 
In this ſingle principle of miſtaken ſelf- love, may, 1 believe, be 
traced the ſource of all the very worſt kinds of moral evil. A 
ſettled diſintereſted malice, rancour, envy, cruelty, miſanthropy, 
are probably mere monſters of the imagination, that never had a 
real exiſtence in human nature. A diſlike ariſing at firſt from 


. Biſhop Butler, Serm. xi. p. 204. + Pref. p. 28. 


injuries 


\ 


1 9 1 

injuries received, or ſotne confuſtd apprehenſion of a character as 
abſolutely” odicus, ag well as hurtful to. ourſelves, and gathering 
ftrength by repeated reflection, may at length be raiſed into an 
inveterate- averſion. | Falſe ſelf- love in ſuch a cafe may often 
blindly urge a man to treat the perſon fo deteſted in ſuch a man- 
net, (nat fit inay even appear! to be inſtinQizdly impelled to delight 
in his miſery. If thetefore thoſe horrid ſhapes of moral evil, thoſe 
moſt” formidable heads of the hydra, ſhould prove, upon a cloſer 
inſpection, to be mere Phantoms, we may with the more reſolution 
collect all bur ſirengtiii to oombat this only remaining one. This 
once removed out of the way, the path to virtue and happineſs 
lies plain and open before us. If any little diſguiſed and lurking 
vice ſhould ſtill cleave to us, from too partial an attachment to 
ſome low contratted" ſyſtem of - benevolence, that felf-love which 
gave it birth, and affords it howriflrment, being once cut off, it 
will ſoon be vo match for the > tiength of cool unblatſed 
ls e | 

- The SSt el y a plats, riches aa honours, incul- 
cated in this bock, yo imagine, will at firſt view be condemned 
as a trite and unmeaning philoſophical rant. Such indeed are the 
common declamatory diſcourſes: of thoſe who affect to deſpiſe them 
indiſcriminately, and in every reſpect. The pleaſures of ſenſe, no 
doubt, are in themſelves defireable, where no injury is done to the 
nobler faculties of the ſoul, nor violation to the laws of God 
or man. Power and riches, if we will but learn to make a right 
uſe of them, are really in their own nature, more adapted to 
gratify our public deſires, and to ſerve benevolent and virtuous 
em than ſelfin and vicious ones. But ſurely there can be 
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nothing unnatural or extravagant in, treating hem as gontemptible, 


when conſidered as the objects -of,,a merely, ſelfiſt. purſuit, in op- 
poſition io the laws of beneyplencg. It: gan be no, ſuch, incon- 
ceivable effort of magnanimity for a man who duly, reflects upon 
the dignity of his immortal nature, to) loc with, indifference upon 
all earthly grandeur, wealth and pleaſure, when. attainable: only. by 
means inconſiſtent with that, his moſt} important intereſt; / as 
well as his only true dignity, In this caſe he may very naturally ſay, 


as Queen, Chriſting did-upon the medal, which-you may remember 


to have ſeen at Rome, that was ſtruck at her reſignation of the 

crown of Sweden; New dent. e . Int it not, 

and Lhd kan | 1 
1 Hi dae! 

I am aware that he A pete — in ade third Book, of the 

bright ſide of human life, will mot ſuit the taſte of thoſe:who have 


contracted the unnatural, habit, of turning their eyes only on the 
dark fide of things. The men of this character take a delight in 


peeviſhly throwing back the bleſſings of an indulgent Deity upon 
his hands, and dwelling, continually; upon, the calamities and di- 


ſtreſſes to which he has been pleaſed, for maſt benevalent purpoſes, 
to render this life expoſed. No wiſe or good man will be forward 


in joining unneceſſarily in the complaints and murmurs of a diſ- 


contented party, even under a government adminiſtred hy fallible 
But how great muſt, be the folly and perverſeneſs of thoſe 

5 are thus in effect always murmuring againſt the government 
of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs ! By anticipating and multiplying 
the miſeries of life, do they really mean to wean their minds 
from a love of this world, and thug to acquire a proper frame 
and temper to prepare them for a better? However they may 
ſucceed 


Laut! 

ſucceed, in the former, it is certain the latter will be far more ef- 
fectually obtained by grateful reflections upon the bleſſings which 
are here beſtowed. upon us by a bountiful God, as a kind of fore- 
taſte of the joys of heaven. When theſe reflections have opened 
gur heatts lite acts of cbeneficenee in gur little ſphere, we have 
no reaſon to apprehend. that their effect will be an undue attach- 
ment to the things of this world, or a neglect of the great con- 
cerns of the next. Far from it They will rather excite in us a 
pleaſing! defrb, as well as 2 tational and wel- grounded hope of 
tllat ſtate, where out capacity for enjoying and communicating 
happineſs will be continually increaſing through all eternity. 


The fayourable xepreſentation of human nature which concludes 
this bogk, yeu imagine, will be found fill more liable to ob- 
jection. Though all men are ſinners, and come very far ſhort of 
the glory of God 3 though the whole world, as 57. Jalm expteſſes 
it, lieth in evil ; it is nevertheleſs aſſerted, that moral evil is ſo 
far checked by the ſecret controul of the Divine Providence, as to 
be far inferior to the proportion of moral good in the world. 
This, I muſt own, is a truth, which does not at firſt view com- 
mand our aſſent. We are taught by the bitter invectives againſt 
mankind, ſo frequent in the writings of ſome of the moſt ap- 
proved hiſtorians, divines, - and moraliſts, to think our nature to- 
tally depraved, and abſolutely evil: fo that an aſſertion that moral 
good is greatly prevalent, even upon earth, above evil, will, as 
you ſay, certainly appear a new doctrine to many. I am, how- 
ever, happy in acknowledging that it is neither new, nor a diſco- 
very of my own. If I could imagine that it really was fo, that 
circumſtance would be to me a very powerful reaſon for ſuſpecting 
C 2 it. 


11211 

But you will find it ſupported with: great ſtrength of- argument 

by much abler hands. As you are deſirous of a"ifarthet'confir- 
mation of this comfortable doctrine, though naturally inelined to 
think favourably of mankind upon the whole, you may conſult 
Bp. Butler's Serm. IL. Dri Parker's Demonſtr. of the Law of Nat. 


8. 9. Dr. Turnbulls Princ. of Mor. Philoſ. V. C 85 Ld. S 


teſbury's Characteriſtics paſim. Furdyce Elem. "Mori Phil! Leih- 
nitz Eſſais de Theodicec, T. 2. p. 125. Philemon to Hydaſper, 
L. I. p. 28. All the works of Mr. Hurcbeſoli, particularly his Eſſay 
on the Paſſions; bee op a Law's nn eff Archbi- 
ſhop King on Evil, p. 33... „ onigqust! 


It may ſtill be urged, that this - advantageous account of man- 
kind tends to make them ſatisfied with what they arg,, inſttad of 
inciting them to be what they ſhould be. But ſhrely thoſe 
who think of compelling men to come over to the ſide of 
virtue by dint of reproach and calumny, ptoceed upon - far 
more unpromiſing ſcheme” of reformation... Onè is ſeldom i very 


ſolicitous about recovering a reputation which one hears univerſally 
condemned. In ſhort, till we have learned to form à more ami- 


able conception of the general character of mankind; than they 


are pleaſed to give us, we ſhall be little inclined; to pay, or indeed 
to think we owe them any great degree of benevolenee. 


"Ty 0 .. 
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LETTER 


* E 7 1 E . III. 
H OW auld you "offibly imagine the bits of 'my wok to 
be fully executed at the cloſe of the third book, when the 
great object of this work, to which every part of it leads, had 
not as yet been expreſly introduced; I mean the ſole end of virtue, 
and completion of happineſs, the approbation of God? Ariftotle 
(you: know) declares that the principles of all true ethics and me- 
taphyſics are imperfect till they are traced up to ſome one ſuperior 
ſcience, upon which they all depend, and in which their ultimate 
reaſons are founded. This ſcience, he calls 7yy Fre By 


this grand deſideratum, which he was in ſearch of, we may pre- 
ſume is meant the knowledge of the divine will. 


The provident Father of the univerſe knew * virtue, which 
is inſeparably connected with piety, when genuine and conſiſtent 
with itſelf, was neceſſary to the general good. He therefore de- 
clared this united principle of love to God and man to be his 
will, and the ſole meaſure of his approbation. This declaration 
of the will of God was made to mankind at firſt by the natural 
frame and temper of our minds, but more explicitly at laſt by an 
expreſs revelation. Thus by the divine appointment virtue and 
piety become the grand law and buſineſs of human life, and are 
the only principles of conduct, which, independent of all exter- 
nal events, never fail to afford us compleat ſatisfaction by our own 
conſciouſneſs of them. This life, checquered and tranſitory as it 
is, yet improved by the principle of virtue, is, no doubt, a valu- 

able 
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able bleſſing in itſelf. But we are taught by our holy religion to 
conſider it principally in its relation to that eternal life, for 
which it is intended as a probation or preparatory ſtate. How 
infinitely; | thenſ is its importance raiſed, and with it the impor- 
tance of virtue, regarded as the teſt of our obedience to God, and 


the means he has decreed of e our xaltation to endleſs glory and 
O "SIN 


of cheſe great and Rindalnentsl truths of 3 very V firong 
traces are diſcoverable by the light of our natural faculties ; tho 
it has pleaſed God to permit man by his own wilful folly almoſt 
totally to loſe tight of them. The providential reaſon of this 


diſpenſation might pofſibly be, that man might experience the 
wretchedneſs of being left entirely to his own guidance, and 


might thus himſelf learn, and teach the whole world of rational 


beings the neceſlity of refigning themſelves = wholly to the guidance 
of infinite wiſdom. | | 


The permiſion of Gin to take place among Wb Houiiech of an 
infinitely wite and good deity, and the judicial blindneſs conſequent 
upon i, and prevailing to ſo great a degree almoſt over the whole 
race of mankind, are ſubjects, about which it becomes us always 
to ſpeak with the utmoſt caution and referve. Thoſe ſecret coun- 
ſels of the Lord may probably be fully revealed to us in a future 
tate, though perhaps of a nature which no human comprehenſion 


can poſſibly reach, while we can ſee nothing of man but _— 
his ſtation here. 


ns that be, it is certain that, by the goſpel of Chr:/t 
alone, the means of obtaining eternal life and perfect happineſs 


arc 


. 
are completely brought to light. Our holy religion preſents us 
at firſt view with a viſible mark of its divinity, in the peculiar pre- 
cept of its bleſſed founder, LOVE. Every ſect of religion and 
philoſophy has its diſtinguiſhing tenet. The characteriſtical prin- 
ciple of the chriſtian religion is charity, or univerſal benevolence. 
Suppoſing a man arrived at the perfection of chriſtian charity, 
theſe would be the ſtriking lineaments of his character; that he 
would be as much inclined to do all the good in his power to his 
bittereſt enemy, as any other man to his deareſt friend; and that 
he would reſt his expectation of the reward of beneficent actions 
upon the good-will alone of his heavenly Father. The nobleſt 
expreſſion of friendly or patriotic ſentiments, which we admire in 
the heatheniſh writers, not bearing the leaſt reference to the Deity, 
the great ſource of univerſal benevolence, was no more, when 
compar d to the charity recommended in the goſpel, than the light 
of a glimmering taper to that of the ſun in its meridian. No 
other religion could ſo effectually eſtabliſh the doctrine of univer- 
ſal benevolence, with an entire affection to the Deity, and con- 
ſtant reſignation to his will ; becauſe no one gives. us ſo exalted 
an idea of the unbounded love, which the Supreme Being bears 
to all his creatures ; nor has any one ever exhibited to the eyes 
of man a pattern of love in any degree comparable to that of 
our divine preceptor. His moſt exemplary life, and meritorious 
paſſion and death, were indeed one miraculous act of love, which 
in proportion as our minds ſhall be- enlarged in a future ſtate, 
will be continually exciting new gratitude and wonder in us 
through all the ſeveral ſtages of our exiſtence. 


In all other religious ſyſtems, the Jewiſh excepted, little or no- 
thing is to be met with of the love due from man to God, in re- 
| | turn 


Ir! 
turn for the divine benevolence to man. Nor indeed can it rea- 
ſonably be expected from them, all falſe religions being founded 
only on fear. To ſuch deities as their abſurd ſuperſtition creates, 
(for of ſuch it may truly be ſaid, that primus in orbe dbos fecit 
timor) but little of an affectionate and grateful adoration can be 
ſuppoſed to be due. Plato alone, of all the writers of Pagan 
antiquity, ſeems here and there to have had ſome confuſed no- 
tion of the duty of loving God. What you may have ſeen of it 
more clearly expreſſed in the writings of the later Platoniſts, they 
manifeſtly borrow d rather from the religion of Chriſt, than the 
writings of their maſter Plato, who himſelf apparently derived his 
ſublimeſt doctrines from che GR he had with the ſacred 
* of the + 


What is ſaid. in the fourth book of the love of G00, as 2 
0 preme happineſs and perfection of all intelligent beings, will, as 
you apprehend, appear to ſome readers a little over-ſtrained, as 
approaching too much to the ſeverity and abſtraction of the myf⸗ — 
tical enthuſiaſts. I ſhould be ſorry indeed'if it could be fo far 
miſunderſtood, as to be thought to have any thing in common 
with thoſe fanciful refinements of miſtaken pietiſts, which are ſo 
little conſiſtent with the rational ſimplicity of the goſpel. So far 
from encouraging the unnatural flights of theſe ſelf-deluded vi- 
ſionaries, who affect to deſpiſe all focial duties, as low and grove- 
ling purſuits unworthy the attention of their exalted ſpirits, 
their very pretence to any ſhare of true piety is there affirm'd to 
be generally groundleſs. All ſincerely affectionate ſentiments of 
deyotion to the Deity, will naturally expreſs themſelves in acts of 
obedience to him, and conſequently in acts of benevolence! to- 
wards men, Nothing can fo effectually animate and call forth | 


into 


1 
into action every noble and virtuous principle within us, as fre- 


quent and devout meditations upon the divine goodneſs. 
| 4 i 4 , 1 1 7 a 


On the other hand, a mind thus raiſed to any degree of reſem- 
blance to the beneficent character of the Sovereign Being, may 
very reaſonably, and without the leaſt degree of enthuſiaſm, ex- 
pect to find its principal delight ip contemplating and ſtudying to 
approach it ſtill more and more, though ever at an infinite diſ- 
tance. It is only the perception of ſome excellency in ourſelves, 
or other beings that gives any true and laſting pleaſure to the ſoul. 
It is therefore only from a ſenſe of infinite perfection, that infi- 
nite delight, or ſupteme happineſs can ariſe. 
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T his (faid Chry/ppus) is the ſum of Virtue and Happineſs, when, 
with reſpect to all the tranſactions of life, the mind of man 
is in perfect harmony with the will of him who governs 


the univerſe. 
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Benevolence the true ſource of happineſs, 
The happineſs of man in his 9 ſtate. 
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The AR GU ME NT. 


The Subject propoſed. , / Renunciation of the powers of fiction. 


Invocation of Virtue The Creator pronounces the univerſe 
perfectly good and happy The univerſal chorus of beings aſ- 
cribes to the Deity all original perfection The Eternal Word 
proclaims the decree of God to exalt his creatures to greater 
Happineſs and Rank in the ſcale of beings in proportion to 


their advances in Benevolence---Benevolence and Happineſs of 


the Deity infinite---of ſuperior Spirits vaſt, yet lirhited==-of 


Man greater than ſometimes apprehended---pure and wrirnix'd 


in his primitive ſtate Idea of the perfection and happineſs of 
man in that ſtate, as he ſtood connected with inferior and ma- 
terial— with ſuperior and ſpiritual objects with the Deity. 


XM F Bliſs, the riſe, the progreſs, and the ſum 
. O I trace, commeneing at the bitth of Love, 


% XEE Which in each riſing fphere of ſocial joy 
With force encreas d advances, till complete 

In pure devotion permanently fix d 

It centers in the Source of Good Supreme. 


No muſe I ſummon from ſequeſter'd ſpring, 
From cloud-ſurmounting cliff, or lonely gloom ' 
Of twilight glade. Thy votary too long, 
Fancy, enchantreſs wild, my dubious eye 
Roving in queſt of happineſs in vain, 
| Waved 


» 


— 


Waved on th' N glitter of thy. ths; ee 


Where cluſtring tound thee. from the N of wight 
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Still new creations: of thy magic breath "153: 9 . 


Sprung forth, and firait difloly'd. in „ G 


Now fix'd intent on Truth's unchanging form ng I++ +4 
My heart new-opening owns her ſacred way; . 
With tranſport owns, enlighten'd by that beam, 

O' er which; thy glare prevail d, that obvious lies 

The long ſought path alone by Virtue trac d, 


That leads my willing ſteps to certain Bliſs. 


O from the haunts of witlonys fav'rite few, 
Happy as wiſe, benevolent as bleſs d, 
Come, Queen of heart-felt ſmiles, enrob'd with light 
And beauty, by celeſtial Truth and Love, 
Serene-eyed Virtue, come ; from free debate 
Eliciting the warmth of -zeal benign; | _ 
From flow of heart, that rais d at fight, of friends | 
In goodneſs link'd, -runs o'er ; from ſocial band . 


— 
. Ne @ „ iis ae es -* 


: 
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Form'd for the gen'ral weal, with godlike 1 ty 


L 


To lift the downcaſt eye of wan diſtreſs; 
And wide extend the reign of joy ſincere. 


Hail, heavenly gueſt, lo Nature's beauteous face 
Reflets thy lovelier bloom: In calm ſuſpenſe | 
On each ſweet impulſe of thy charms intent 
My conſcious breaſt reveres thy preſent Pow'r ; ; 
Deep on it's inmoſt folds impreſs d as clear 


— 


As 


L 231 
As on th' expanſe of yonder filent lake 
The heav'n's pure azure. May this tremulous hand 
Preſume, (deign thou to guide it) thence to trace 
In faint- reflected tints the living forin 
Of Happineſs, in Thee alone reveal.” a 
6 a b, Ui 

When the Great Parents elleitivaing ſmile 
Firſt beam d forth Natura * der unnumber'd worlds 
He fix'd in laws impartially benign 130 
Her delegated ſway. Thi-Eternal Word, 
At one collective glance the various births 
Of ſpace and time concent ring, view / d, and bleſs d 
The beauteous Whole, pronouncing All in All 
Completely happy, a5 eas mt | 

Through nah quick atom of creation thrill . | 
In grateful tranſport the divine applauſe; HE 1 
From the gay myriads, that with ceaſeleſs glee 
At large roam twinkling in the ſunbright drop, | 
To heay'n's high hoſt, whoſe more than ſolar ken, | 
Loſt in the blaze of God's eternal dar, p 
The empyrean caſts in diſtant ſhade. 1 
At once, in uniſons unnumber d, all | 


* By Nature is here meant the regular and eſtabliſhed order of things, or that 
perfect ſyſtem of general laws, by which the univerſe is govern'd. The bene- 
volent intention of theſe laws is obvious to every human breaſt. Any action, 
quality, diſpoſition or ſtate, from its being natural, immediately engages our fa- F 
vour and approbation. This general prefumption plainly indicates that the or- | 
der of Nature is good, and that all men are convinced of it. 


1124 11 
Swell the glad note of unwerfal prafſe p Cntr Us no oh 
Rebounding ſweet. from n orb Wand envid tl 


851) of D 5515 3 07 3 305) S tt 
In thec, alone ae Soc, rofides! - alt 15 fei- Hint nl 
Original perfection. What from thee, SET gi Dt¹q RE 10 
Author omnipotent, but good can flow? 
All eyes on thee with grateful ardour waitz 7850 . INV 
Each in their ſeaſon at thy genial ſmile, : 19:00 Union 117 
To brighter ſcenes of being doom'd to riſ rtr 3 212 
Theſe in the confines of eternal night, v bargnofob 1217 
On the pale verge of dawn, a dubious ay, 
Catch faintly; thoſe'in the broad blaze ef non 2559 0 


Uncheck'd on thee with ceaſclefs rapture: gaze.” ey09332d H 


On all thine equal beam in due degree en quatt v1 
Perfection ſheds, and plenteouſneſs of love. 


Hail, univerſal Parent, as deſcendses £269, H g⁰Oν,—˙etͤᷣ 
O'er all thy goodneſs in perpetual rea, - mog Ad erg al 
Still thus from all, (do thou acceptance deign;)-: | o 


Let the glad incenſe riſe of endleſs 277 70 8 
Thus countleſs ade in full Wade dss PA 1 001 
Uniting all intelligences, hymn'd 5 
The bounteous God, whoſe voice creative. card 
Forth from the gloom of uneſſential fight 
Their beings, and his works complete prondunc d. 
Again forth-iſſuing from th' eternal throne, 
That ſov'reign voice to fir d attention turp 4 
Their choral hymn.—At once each rapt'rous note | 
| Pays'd 


— 


125 J 
Paus d awe- ſuſpended . Loys and grace divine, 
Profuſely pour d throughout theit utmoſt bounds, 
Freſh ſtreams of bliſs diffuſe, the future theme 
Of ceaſeleſs hallelujahs — AM entranc'd, . 
Hang motionleſs — the Great as" Word 
Th' n F U ö 
1 wor. 1: 

Hear, than Sean Fi mmh, give car, 
Ye rolling orbs, ye ſpirits bleſs'd, attend. 
Oer all, by certain rule, in onder due, 
Extends my boundleſs ever- ſtrength ning grace. 
Lo, by my breach enlandled ardent glows 
In ev'ry breaſt a living park ef Love. 
Be this aſpiring prinoiple the ſpting 
Of exaltation, in th' aſcending ſcale 
Of beings, born for univerſal Bliss. 
Where moſt intenſely bright the gen'rous ume 
Expanſive riſes in the virtuous mind,” 
There moſt at full my glory: ſhinies impreis d: 
Where ſinks the ſullen gleam in ſelf abſorb d, 
My face its beams withdraws, tis endleſs night. 


Deep ſtruck. yet deepeſt in ſeraphic hearts, 
That next his -awful throne adoring burn d, bats 
The gracious mandate of th Eternal King, 
With firepgth proportion'd to their ſeveral ſtates, 
Each ſpirit bleſs d with well-accorded zeal 


Obſervant, caught the ſympathetic glow. 
88 | E Thence 
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Thence all, with ardour of ' devotion rapt;” - t Sit- 3% b e 
Loſt in the Sole-Ador' d theit blended _ 2004 vioumntor9 
erm} grmueut. ea: lt Mid lo stunzit Neb] 

Preſent, and living in th. Almighty Mind, Mad e I 
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Dwells the collective ſum of boundleſs: blifs,.... Jo 


wo! 1110111 1 


Through endleſs ages in all words diffus d. hot Vic dT 
From bounds preſcrib'd, yet far — ye heay'ns | how far 
Beyond the ſcanty ſpan. of human thought, 2 
Flows the full tribute of reflected joy, bY TH Hae | 
That centers in the Cherub's Fenn ain vd n 0 
2 einiger ee eballbavod yo nr 

Nor ſmall thy ſphere of bank ode mean thy rank o ,- 
In being's riſing ſcale, offspring of du aiv 3 Tee ro cl 
Joint-heir with ſeraphs to celeſtial thrones. QELS et d 
Howe'er injurious to thy nobleſt pralſe- 1 % „10 
* Folly's Philoſophy, that wildly frames 
Of ſenſeleſs atoms caſually conven d i nee ot S 
Thy mould'ring eſſence, in that ſelf ſo vile og qu 
All her low views contracts; thy heavy n- born ſoul 777 
Faln as thou art, the groveling ſyſtem ſpur ns. 
Nor leſs rejects, though loſtier much her mien. 1 * 


SS 


* The Epicurean. This, in ſpite of the ſpecidus gloſſes of the/defeiiders of 
that ſect ancient and modern, was certainly the doQtife/of its fopnder, Epicurus, 
as appears from Diog. Laertius, who repreſents him ſpeaking of the Deity him- 
ſelf, as being of the ſame unamiable character: +3 paxdgior,) N apvaprer, £78 
Aud Hr Ne anap Tegiye.'; A happy immortal being has no buſi- 


neſs of his own to concern himſelf about, nor: ra he concern l with 


1 527 3] 


' 


And fairer, the Philoſophy of pride,  ,, 
That ſtiles thy paſſions/ weakneſs all, beneath. . . i 
The native grandeur of her ; boaſted Sage. 125 
His wiſer heart diſproyes the pompous cheat, 
Owns his admir'd Serene, unwilely en 
In ſelfiſh care; to one affection yields _ a 
The juſt prerogative of genuine bliſs, 
Unſated. What ſatiety can damm 


An Sinan, till 

The godlike ardour of: imparting jo 

od 22 01169 ni +: Bil | 

When recent beam d, O Nan, thy perfect day, 
This bleſs'd affection linde d. in unipn free. 


Vet conſtant, with devotion, gratitude, 125 I ay 


* 


ems. 30! init woll ! olg LGH 1 $915 1 
+ The Stoic. Not to depreciat the rea] merit of the Stoics, it is confeſſed 
that, leſs intent than other philoſophers upon frivolous ſpeculations, they 'devoted 
their ſtudies to the clearing up, and eſtabliſhing the fundamental principles of mo- 
rality. It is no leſs trueg,that nothing can exceed the abſurdity-and extravagance 
of ſome of their paradoxes * as when they affirmed, that a wiſe man is void of 
all paſſion, and unconcerned at any calamity that can befal his friend, his neareſt 
relation, or his country; though he is juſt as ready to ſerve them to the utmoſt 
of his abilities, as if he felt a real affection for them, or actually ſympathiſed with 
their diſtreſs. They profeſſed indeed an equal diſregard to any pain or mifery that 
could happen to themſelves. This ſerene or rather inſenſible temper of mind, 
they endeavoured to ſupport by their notion of fate, or the uncontroulable neceſ- 
ſity of things. You ought'to'be naturally pleaſed, (origywr" 65) ſays Marcus 
Antoninus, with whatever happens. to you, as it is the condition of your birth, and 
the neceſſary appendage, as it were, of your very being. There is Juſt the fame 
difference between this principle, and that of Chriſtian reſighation, as between 
the forced exerciſe of patience, and the free enjoyment of delight, We ar 
taught by our holy religion to be pleaſed with all events, not from the neceſſit 
of things, but from«their beauty, their perfeRion;/ their tendeneyi to connect ou 
own felicity with that of other beings, from a firm perſuaſion, in ſhort, that al 
things hal work together for good to thoſe who love God, . 
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1 28 1 | 
With ev 'ry grace, thy aulen rund py 795-10 20? ps bak. 
No check the ſweet propenſion then dale; gn Tm oli cr 
Nor competition's rage, nor ions fr 
For nature's gifts; 6ft eat welHtemper d with rf 
Indulgent Nature waiting, this tlie chief ait h bid ste 
To ſee thoſe gifts diffus'd ; 48 brighteft fines sa 
Glad Heſperus, when livelieſt round him blende 
His ſparkling ſtarry train their ftrentlſy Nail... 
All things with equal hatmony combitd, Mobi HAilbon © 
Then to one end conſpir d, in earth as heav'n. 
Without, within thee, all completely falt ne vrt: n 85 
Caught, or diſpens'd the flow of mutual bn OEM ee eic 
How rare the glimpſes of that perfect day L 
Now break thy mental gloom ! how faint the . 
of Nature ſmile ber ſhadowy! veif pervnde! re 
Unveil'd, all-beauteous, in full) bloom .. e Ronda 
E'er guilt with* dread frffigd thy INE Fe 2 8 Kuen 


189 115 M3 lo 9gic} is 


Eer muſty error, of preſumption born, - rooortoa3nm brig noted [1s 
Dimm'd the clear light of truth, Almighty. Love ei 10 of e 


Oer all things caſt an air af joy divine... . 12 


. 
Approving own'd his full-reffected forrn, = | 


Still beavn reſponſive in the vernant earth. EET 5 
Propitious \ viewed its bleſed reſeriblanoe Nine.” RI Fae 
Nor corching ſummer blaze, nor wintry roi m HE 


Nor ſtar malign deform'd the genial year. 
Bound to th' extreme bleak pole, the north wind ſlept 


( 29 ] 
In torpid froſt ; in deep-ribb'd ice imniur'd, 
Slept all his boiſt'rous brotherhood, on ſtores 
Of moulded haik on fifenit thunderbolts, vel 
On lightnings yet unwing d. Soft gales alone 
Through the mild air enſiy ning fragrance breath d. 
Leſs fair on faireſt imm ſweeteſt mead, 
At firſt gay bluſh of dawn, che young-cyed May 
With flow'ry footftep lightly tripping, wafts 
Along the charmed air the breath of love, 
Than equal ſpring diffus d inceffant glee 
Oer all the globe, in afl the graces decke d 
Of nature bland, through all the blifful year; 
Checq'ring th autumnal ſpoils of ey'ry clime 

Wich op ning buds, in ever-recent bloom. 


One region by the great Creator bleſsd | 
With charms more exquiſite, where all were 
In loftier ſtile ptoclaim'd his forming hand. 
Oer this, the comelier ſeat of ſinleſs man, 
With purer azure ſhone the ſkies, the rills 
More clear, more muſically warbling ran. 
More glad the ſun- beams oer th embroider d mead, 
ä blooming grove, ſmooth lawn, or tree-top'd hill, 
| With gentler influence play'd. The balmy breeze 
More ſweetly ſportive, o er the blefs'd abode 
Of innocence, ſhed peace, ſhed vernal joy, 
In livelieſt ſenſe of pleaſure {till ſerene, 


On 


[ 30 J. 
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On man, their conſtant, pee 5 Men 24 He gel. 
Their ſov reign thence confeſs d by right divine, 
His mute dependents gaz d with -grateful eye, 
That ſpoke reſpect more cordial, humbler en r ud 
Than ſtrains the ſmiling brow, the bended hw... Le at 
Of the firſt-favour' d ſlave of tyrant thrones. . - 
The meckeſt, fierceſt of che brutal kind. | 
With equal rev'rence own'd his gentle. 1 11 ebe 
And pliant to his kind demeanour, all YAO: traps > nedT 
With ſweet regard their fellow-brutes beheld. . eels : ol _ 
Unarm'd with rage, the panther's ſparkling ye .. 46 
Caſt on the heifer mild a peaceful glance. „ Py animal? 
As calm the heifer view'd his harmleſs. fang; x as eto” ui 
Then both with man the gifts of nature ſhar C. 
Fond as the friendly hound, with ors hy glee. 
Gambol'd the fiery pard;; and at, his 5 feet. r 
Fell, with the ſportive lamb in. meckneſs . pair'd,, 5629 
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Serenely ſtately, with obeyſance e t in ot] 
The lion couch'd, and with reverted. peck ha ein” 25:40 
And lambent tongue careſed che wanton. gap, . 085 > at 
That fearleſs friſk'd Apen, his ample. mage d- 541 1 bel 171007 
Conſcious how quick the wel tun d. boſqm Heats daes «dT 


Struck with the heav nly voice of harmony. . 1 „baeg d:iW 
The ſprightly choirs of air melodious our d. A eswe 
Their melting ſouls in ardent ſtrife of love. hs _ 
Still as the ſmiling hours and: ſeaſons I led 15 3 Ga vi fi 
The circling dance, to their light ſteps attun d, 
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37 J 
The feather'd warblers trill d their carols ga, bil 
Nor mourn'd in mes Rte he 00 year. 


Such grace oer a Wa 9 che bointecuy hams 
No leaſt deformity, no lighteſt trace | 


Of imperfection broke the ſyſtem fair, 

Nor peep'd a lowly violet, nor blaz d 

A ſtar ſublime, but on the open heart 

Of man impreſs d its portion ef delight. 

Each inſect waving its light wings, each acc 

Of his half- reas ning ſubjects, at his cal? 

Obſequious, more engaging yet, each air | 

Of gen'rous truth on human face divine; 

Yet moſt — and oh! the prime of earthly joy 

Each ſweet compliance, each endearing ſmile, 

Each tend reſt, rapt rous interchange of minds, 

That forms of wedded. love the cordial tie, 

All all of gladneſs a freſh fpring ſupplyd. 

ent eee eee 

Bleſs d in the joys of all, ſuperior man 

Alone ſeem d born to correſpond with Gd; 

Alone of power to trace his gracious laws, 
The myſtic ſprings that hold this goodly frums 

In order, founded on attractive Love; 

Love, the ſole principle, that moves, that guides, 66, 

Feeds, animates, inſpires this beauteous” Whole, 

To this firſt law of Nature, in his breaſt 9 111 7 
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One moral law ſymphonious, was the Gere 


iy. : 
NO. 
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_ His deſtin d H eee - end 9264; G 1% 
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Of Juſtice, Wiſdom, Sanctity, and Truth. Dodge 
How fair a fund were theſe of pure aal ai Daunen 20, 
When pure delight was all the taſk of man. ; 
Theſe imp'd the far-ſtretgh'd: Wings: that rais'd. his ol. 21% 
To heav'n ſublime, impos d not chains on en b Tie. o 
On free-born man, as vice abſurdiy deems. mega 0 
Theſe, when moſt perfect each inferior cows; 4 5 42⁰4 a0V4 
When Senſe, when Fancy to the Oe IG - , 32A. 
Pure pleaſures knew, ſublimer. theſe, the life. acer 10 
Of genuine reaſon heav'n-enlighten'd, pro Scha. * ni 11384 
His beſt delights, and deareſt. Theſe the js 
Which angels, which their Lord Supreme, the Gd. 
Th Eternal God partakes, through. -_y blis 
To future glory the L FG diſclos dl. — 01 

On theſe ident his 850 E 10 N kuba: 102. 
Beaming warm gratitude, his beating , jo init $1. 
Uttring mute praiſe, J0 1 preſent to his ag ff + 
Full oft commifſion'd from th' Eternal og 


The ſons of glory were his ain. . 
In their exalted dignity, he read 
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In trembling hope, their univerſal King. 
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While thus in filent adoration faln . 
Proſtrate, he felt th excels of grace divine u nein 
O'erpow ring, diſengage from carthly ties 
His raptur'd ſoul, with faculties, enlarg d. | FN 


+ 
. A 


11 

Behold, in viſlon to his humble heart, 

(To reaſon vain in viewleſs: ſplendours hid, 
Reveal'd the Godhead ſtood. 'Th' Almighty word, 
That bade the ſightleſs eye-ball hail the day, 

And wingd the dark impriſon'd foul to range, 
Swift as the lightning glance, Oer earth and ſky, 
Then pour'd on perfect 'man's' uticlouded mind 

A mitigated beam of ſacred light. 
Tranſcendent, that inveſts the effence pure 

Of unapproached Deity — Eclips'd, 

Extinguiſh'd all creited glory fied,. | 
Fled as the Err Seam | in blaze of PR 


Holieſt of Holies, each e grace, 
That ſpeaks thee Author, Father, Friend of man, 
Sat clear expreſs'd on thy propitious brow. 


At thy felt preſence on his hallow'd lips 
Seraphic ardour ſeiz d. Then ficſt with ſpeech 
Inſpir d, they pour d unmeditated hymns 
Of grateful praiſe in freely- flowing ftrains, 
By dark ſurmiſe unprampted, uncontroul'd 
By doubt reſtraining,” or coercive dread. 
From intuition clear of Love Divine, 

In good ſupreme o'er all creation ſpread, 
They burſt in _ forth : 
0 long beſought, 
Beſought in vain to bleſs theſe wond'ring eyes, * 
* F Tho 


( 34 ] 
Tho' all things ſpeak thee picſvary' yet from lu ot bb -(f 
Thus beauteous, thus hHarmonibus, thiub v cDοmplete, 1 het a 
A ray how faint of Thee} {616'Eflthies d mi U 1K 
How far ſurmounting my Welk fen oft . uc dt 
Deign thou my trembling Heart und fault ting tongn e: 
Inſpire with ſtrength to feel, with ftrength td ten 


How far beyond all praiſe; All thought hüt tün en 


Thy love eternity alone contdihs!/ ?: . e n e 
Yet, ſtill t inſpirit mine, 'O'ever thus 
Its heights and depths onſearthable diſcleſc ! coffe. arti 1 
Delight ſtill flows, unmark'd' Ane el a ltetife. 251 
Their courſe, their fount, in Thee their fount I trace, u- 
In Thee their courſe, their end ſüpreme in- n N 


Thus grant my conſcious heart” with ceaſeleſs AM 
15 O93! 14 5 1 14 > ' 
Thy prefence to adore.” 8 4 {ul ROY a ats 1) 


OY We . Cui 
Impreſs d entire dwelt itt the ſoul ef mann! 
That light ſerene of his internal world / Dino d eig! 
Cheriſh'd, enliven d, govern'd all its po-w- rs. 
Each Senſe on Fancy call'd to taſte and ſ em 
How good their Lord, and gracious. Fancy, Senſe 
On Reaſon call'd to ſeek his face benign; 1017 
All on Devotion call'd to ſound his 9 tit ! i 
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Then to th' Eternal Fount of 1 _ 
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Like permanent regard his mental eye, 
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18 1 
As bears his eye corporeal to the day; 
Untir d in full complacency, reclin'd 35 
On one prime object of delight; o'er al! 
With equal beam diffus d, th unvaried Gd. 
No deeper knowledge of inferior things 
Deſiring, than the due proportion dealt 
By the Supreme Diſpoſer. God, he knew, | . 
Who gave him being, freely all things . | e 3 
Vouchſaf'd him ; and of ſuch, dependance fre. : 
Enamour'd, all his cares on him repos'd. 


Oer bliſsful Eden Ai. a brighter bloom. g 5 
Up- ſprung. Her welcome ſweets in oft repoſe 
Lull'd each ſublimer faculty, o erſpent 
By Majeſty Divine in fervent zeal 
Contemplated. Yet till with ſtrength renew'd 
Her ev'ry charm, with goodneſs unconfin'd 
And wiſdom ſtamp d, reclaim'd attention's eye 
To their kind Author's Image in his breaſt. 
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8 öf evt, moral and natu- 
ral. The 2 * of human ts, as ſpent. i in 
ſelfiſh purſuits. Ca — Ys 
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The | fall of man from happineſs, and introduction of moral 


evil by falſe Self- love.— The train of natural evils conſequent 
upon it, internal, exterbal. The gdeceffityCdf this conſequence 
of natural upon moral evil, —The | juſtice, ' the mercy of this 


diſpenſation —Addreſ 't dhe Deity. ke Vallity and wretch- 


ednefs of worldly and ſelfiſh purſuits — pleaſures - == riches, 
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How lax/ at length and ſpiritleſs, when lulfd 
By ſoft illufion's lore! Of adverſe pow'rs 
Though warn'd, incautious, of a boſom-foe 
More unſuſpected, mindleſs, man reſign d 

To looſe deſire the reign, till Eden's charms 
Too fondly to themſelves from God withdrew 
His alienated heart. By nature prompt 

His pure affections, in full ſtream to riſe 
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5 HE blooming charms of bliſsful Eden ſtill 
To thee, great Source of beauty, as of bliſs, | 
Devout attention drew. Vet ah! with zeal 
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Difdain d th allegiance to 2 Etarmal — 


Oer . of heav'n, $6 hea 's 1 auaton s | 
In ſelf riow cent'ring, to heir fount impure bY. e 
With refluent current; Apen, Mig Arche * ola 
Dominion fair, 3 — umory Y aq 155 
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That ſacred ſeal of freedom, 'as of blind yg 
His raſh hand—heav'n, how felt it not the ſhock 
Of thy preſageful pangs ?-—his raſh hand broke. 


Deep groan'd the conſcious earth, . with grief co convul d 1 
Well nigh to diffolution.  Seraghs knew _ * . 2 | 
A ſecond paule of Joy, as at the crime, | 23 
That in perdition whelm'd their kindred tribes. 

Alone triumphant, yet in triumph daſh'd 

With inward dread, his aggravated curſe TID 
Perpending, gloried our grand fee, for aan 1 
His new aſſociate gam d, ſeduc d en _ 1 


Sudden, from halls 2 "XL FS NN ork 
The fiend of very fiends the loathlieſt * ee ee 
Falſe Self- love, tempter fart, avenger nos | 


Of man's apoſtacy, full to his viv 
Begirt with all her brood * Ws . 4694 OT 


8 \ 


E'erwhile when md — galt | Arch-rebells brain,“ 
Th' accurs d conception Sin with horror firyck | 
l ; His 
* See Paradiſe loſt, Book II. 
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His legions, with" amzehis* ſubjeR' thrones, 

Well-nigh abaſh'd Himſelf. The fubtle fien cg 

Self- love, that ſpeeded the portentous R 

In ſpecious pomp artdU hef, charming en n 
With ſmooth pretences tile fevdltedd heart tet 
Of all the hell- doom d hoſt to think hi W. F 
Stiled her indignant 2c in fleedom's cauſe, © W 
Aſſertion bold of inborn worth depreſs, NY OPS: Og 
And juſtice aftrd to 5 quell uſurped” ſway.” 

Thus o'er their willing minds, by fin depriv'd © 

Of all diſcernment, impious Self- love rul d 

Deſpotic. In her chains with triumph worn | 
They ſpurn'd the' gracious reign of God ſupreme, I 
Till with vindictive blaze the red right hand 4; 
Of heav'n's incenſed King,” each thin diſguiſe 

Caſt o'er the horrors of her form obſcene 
Blaſting, the monſter bared. The rebel crew © 
Recoil'd, aghaſt at their deteſted choice, 833 
A tyrant hag of dire tartarean hue, 

To freedom, _ and boys divine projere d. 


Shudd' ring with like FAN the 1 heart 
Cold, nerveleſs, dead, ſhrunk at th' approaching peſt, 
Then firſt in her own ſhape at full deſeried 
The Form Divine, that oer his perfect ſtate 
Preſiding ſhone, its ſacred ſplendours veild 
In chearleſs night, th' unhallow d feat forſook, 
| TP eto!” + Where 
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4 * 1 Nik 

Where late that Sun of, righteouſneſs ſo bright RL 71 
Beam d o'er the beauties of the human mint. 
Dark Chaos rul'd. Amid the pregnant gloom, | zr: 240032 
Rous'd at the triumph, of. their parent Fiend. ij, Tent 
Roſe her attendant train of tort ring woes z * Ws ch. cot 
Guilt feſter d o'er with ſelf-inflicted. wounds, Acne 
Their ſmart inflaming with, bis own raſh, © 4g Aung, Loi 
Shame, who with eye convuls d, and; fev'rons cheek, 7 

From light, from thought, from conſcious being 3 ber 
Diſtractful Doubt, in giddy mazes Whirld. OD To L 
Impatient ſtruggling for that reſt he ſcorns, 

Fear beneath Ruin. yet impendent cruſh' rale en 
The ſnake hair'd brood, that Fear on Self- love foul VII 
Engender d, canker d Hate, enſanguln d Rage, er dia. 1" 
Envy, that withers. at the glimpſe: of joy, pal Kuvert 10 
Roſe fluſh'd, at ſight -of mn ſmiling fell. 3 79 fu 
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To theſe, with W 0 tyrants more, 4 de Tra ST 
Falſe Self-love, ſource of moral ul, oonſigaud 4 
The flave, that sdeign'd ſubjection to his Gd: 
And doubling chains on chains to brutal ſunk 
Each godlike faculty, compelbd to drudge 1742 
For Pleaſure, deem'd of human bliſs the ſu nm 
Falſe Pleaſure, fount ee of n ai 3.5 
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N 
1 — 


1} 


Thus fal'n Pr Goh of: deln foe: e 
To foar, and mingle with th! Eternal beam, 
From whence by Loves almighty hand twas truck, 
; Faln 


| Iz! 
Fal'n thus, againſt the courſe” of nature faſn, :': i! 1» 
In duſt Fad pron yh n menen d "Y | 


From Love Divine, Wig e ietpanſe of net ? 

Howe'er diffus d o'er bliſsful myriads, müdes | 17 

An equal bleſſing undiminiſhd ſtill, LP ade 
To worldly or a uten d fl LAT 6 
Thro foul abuſe profan'd,” inſidious no - 
Thy gifts, O world, with competition ſttatch d 
And rent with ſtrife no true contentment yield. 

The bane too real of our peace, gainſt man N 
Thou arm'ſt the friend by nature's tend teſt tis 
Allied, now fierceſt adverfary, mann. 
Ordain d his doom to ſhare, of wilkul guilt - 1 

An inſtrument, tho paſſive, thou alike 

Involv'd in ſympathetic ruin fellſt. | 1 
Untun'd their harmony, that ſweetly chin. 104 | 
With each well-order'd with of perſect man | 
The jarring elements aveng d his fall. 
Weak, ſelf expos'd, beneath the burning ray 
He pants, and ſhudders at the chilling blaſt,” Pe af 
Oer dreary wilds by” liewiew fancy led; [7 
For his loſt Eden roams his hopeleſs | " ee 
His hopeleſs eye reflects the varied ſcene. 

Where erſt on blooming plenty temp rance dar. | i 
Swoln riot ſtarts at the pale ſpectre, want. 
No more ſpontaneous teem d the fertil earth N 
With all that yielded to refreſhment meet . 

G 2 At 1 


Een 
At once of ſight, ſmiell, taſte enjoyment pure. L Ar 
With conſtant toil follicited;" ſhe dedls Net ws l 
To ſure returning need precatious due dan 12% yadT 
Nor always friendly unimbited fpr ings” T7 MSL Of, WG ne 
The baleful aconite ; profuſe the ſte Fog FIRST . 1 
Of lurking fate in the chill * hemloc rea re "tA 
Her kindlieſt birtlis, the frat” ſuppoft li bet r Þ 
Themſelves with fell "eorfuptlon's' taint — en 
Smooth our deſcent to diſſolutiori Kan * e en 2997 
nn eit the 221 bar 
With ca aſe on theit Act lot! {3 URN; 
Glared the mute herd. Averfion* and "miſtruſt : 
And menace mingled*heir looks, eſtrang tek obey 4») UP 
From grateful confidence, reſpect, and love. 
The curſe his guilt deriv'd on earth, on air, at, ar OH 32 0 
Of want productive, — SHR R907 E421; 


Scap'd not their heads; yet lighter glanced. | u Eta 
Aſlant it ſmote them. Nature's a their” lms , 
__Unviolated ſtill, with Coup _— Mera Ps nth ba 
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* A valuable diſcovery is. aid a 1 been late made of ſome medicinal 
virtues of hemlock, which has hithefto, für! want Knowing the proper ap- 
plication of it, been productiye only of miſchief to mankind. Providence is 
often pleaſed by thus converting. a » into a bleſſing to recompetice. the induſ- 

try of man when applied to benevolent purpoſes. A putrid fen has for ages in- 
fected the air all around it, till improv'd and cultivated by the ire” and expence 
of one who is bleſs'd with a true taſte in the employment of. wealth, it becomes 
a ſeat of health and plenty to poſterity. V. B. III. In every caſe however of 
this kind, the original production of natural evil, muſt be conſider'd as the con- 
ſequence and puniſhment of moral evil, ſince it appears that there is nothing 
in the nature of the things themſelves, that neceſſarily compels them to * 


ſubſervient to detrimental more than to "uſeful purpoſes,” | 4 
Each 


— 


1 6 J 
Each pliant movement prompts; nor fell remorſe 
From paſt, nor dread of future ill they know. . ' .. 
They feel unſought the real calm, thy boaſt. 
Vain Stoic, that ſtill mocks thy; fruitleſs aim. 
Entire with reliſh keen ſurpaſſing thin, 7, 
Baſe Epicure, they feaſt on preſent good. 
Be this their Eden ſtill; but dream not ho, Hellb ne 5H 
Their lord, abandpn'd-: to thy own, miſcule. 
Here to regain thy r * jobs 


Beneath the e benigneſ ſn rel dn 1 \ 
Flouriſh'd yon branching oak, of all the groove 
The pride. His verdant hy with love notes wild 
Of plumy nations hail'd' the riſing dawn. 

E'er noon a filent monument of wrath, 

See oer the blaſted, lawn how deſolate _ . 
His black ſhrunk; arms wave off each diſtant wing, 
Scared at the flaming bolt's diſaſtrous track. 
Shall yon bare trunk again with verdure gay, 
And love- notes wild, ſalute returning dawn ? 
As ſoon, deſpoil'd of innocence, ſhalt thou 
O'er this thy ruin'd ſeat in perfect bloom | 
Reflouriſh. Loſt, rejected, ſet at nought 1 
Of Light divine the guidance, that confirm'd | 

Thy ſteps unwavering in the paths of bliſs, 


Omnipotence defy d, eternal, T ruth 1 
Miſtruſted, Love, Parental Love ilelf 


Of envy deem'd the ſpecious veil, ingrate, 
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Judge thou thyſelf+-ab! no---a) kinder friendyortt 0g 1 
That injur'd Parent has pronounced thy fateq cr: gag trüb 
Lo, ſelf-entangled in a dreary en r u,, Ao T 
It's each diſtractful turn, as Miereyt doo ms 9 % 
With ſome dire woe preſents” thee; ending all“ d. . ciög D 
In death. Experience: ſtrikes inta thy ul (31 ig 81 
With ever- during ſtamp the prime decem 
Which God ſupreme ordains t The ſovereign good | 21 2glT 
To each aſſign d all creatures i Malk attain, nisgoi o tal 
When faithful to the means all- ruling Love 

Preſcribes ; rejecting theſe, And of their owni. (>! +1} 1 1409)! 
Tenacious, on their heads a curſe ſhalli-drawy! on hn 
Their purpoſe thwartingz»ſenterie*d' to diſplays H elbe c 
In their confuſion the nn — $0802, xotuls 10 


8 99 5 „ "bb pitt E. er 


O thou, of heav'n ſole aig 8 Fro * 6.297 
Sole Judge, whom not to know is total want 
Of true intelligence, tho vain th attemſdvdt 1 147997 


To trace thy footſteps in the dark profound g 


Thou, whoſe dread voice from rapt Ezekiel's lips, 7 

Check'd all repining, ſilencd all reply, - © + oo! 27 
Pronounc'd, howe'er / unequal- Judah's ways £ 
Equal thy ways, that doom'd the rebels fall; 

Deign with like zeal my trembling lips SO" 

To tell what ſtrict neceſſity precludes Sway 22! wel 
Ev'n from the ſhadows vain of temp'ral kts: . 0210 
The ſelf- accurs d, and alienate =. hog 
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best 65 % 

Thou, to half" — —_ men 
Ruler ornnipotent, thy ſum compleat 
Of bliſs not evin omnipotence can raiſe, 
Exerted ſtill with never ceaſing flo 
Thro' all thy creatures: to diſpenſe its beams. 
Fair, bleſs d, and good thy Word pronound d them all; 
Yet ah! nor goodneſs im themſelves, nor bliſs, 
Nor beauty can they boaſt. Material worlds 
Alone from ſpiritual to perfection hold 
Their tributary claim. Spirits on Thee, 
Their center, freely reſt,” or devious lapfſe 
Towr'd their original void. Thy potent breath, 
Sole ſource of life, extends the boundleſs range 
Of their deſires o'er all, far more than all, 
That Nature's whole circumference contains. 
Yet when conſpiring to relieve: their toil 
With tranſient eaſe; meer\ſhadows- of delight,” 
Theſe periſhable feenes:our fancy court. 
With prudence» us d, with pious thanks receiv'd, 
Receivd as pledges of ſubſtantial bliſs, | 
Thy creatures all their ends dompleat (fulfil, 
Thus good indeed thou mad ſt them. Wie in thels » 
Seeking, what only can be found in Thee, $100; 
Our true felicity, have made them vain, 
But oh! permit not oufỹ perverſe abuſe 
Of theſe thy ſecontlaty means of good 
To ſunder us from Thee, our Good Supreme 
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For ever. Tho too like the vot'rys fond, 


Who roam to viſit in tie duſt of dea on 

Entomb'd, the Lord of life, enthron din heas n 0 /I 
Vouchſafe to guide us with erected eyes 40 
To ſeek the glories of thy Face Divine! Hiſt 210 
Thee can theſe eyes reſign for each gay-flow'r, 1c 1 
That ſeems our ſhladowy: paradiſe to deckt, wag üs bald ais'] 
Shrunk inſtant at the touch to empty ME Prot 3028 en 1103 1% 


Thee can theſe hearts, enlivend by thy breathico 1: 20) 


In thoſe memorials. of thy, bounty loſe? D [noting wool rolls 
Ah! no, let us all gratitude all loves; io al anus nou 
As all benevolence, all beauty thou. Aci Gr: end 
Above the ſcenes. of vanity, aſcend Tue 20 2:26 36990 V; 
In ſpirit up for ever nearer Ihen; ans ow jo uot nid 
ia ends; ror mt 12-159 enz dvd; 0 

But whence, my. ſoul, at this: bleſsd moment rais d 
Adoring to confeſs the preſent God., O. Schl. 0 Heri 12 L 
Sudden ſtart, vibrating from heavin thy po- Ʒ I 2 
Prone to this earth inclin d One inſtant check!!! 
Their headlong flight. Lol to thine opening exe 
Expos d the fiend, that triumphs in * en p 
Outcaſt himſelf of heaven, then moſt fell. 
When towr'd his; long-loſt manſion ſoar: thy: SY 3 20.7 T 
Thee, that revolted Spirit ſeeks t eſtrange by aai:t550 
From God, thy heart ſeducing to the lune 
Of what moſt vain on life's light ſurface, ines. ng i do 20. 
Awhile with viſion clear from paſlion's miſt n at I 
The ſpecious baits contemplate, As they pa „an 
Tear 
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Tear from each phantom form the glitt ring veil, 
Trick'd in the glare of luxury and pride, 

To ſwell their ſemblance of eve bliſs. 


See lightly tripping with een Y 
And ſwimming eye; to no fixd object true, 
Limbs looſely floating in tranſparent robes, 
In all the languid airs of artful caſe, 
Lip ſtraind with*Ymile convulſive, cheek that glows 
With bloom far other than e er nature knew, 
Gay Pleaſure courts thee to her wanton bow'r. 
There wait thee all the charms, that wake each ſenſe 
To tranſport, varying as thy n frame | 
On delicacies new faſtidious calls | 
To quicken faint defire ; ſoft breathing gales, 
Freſh flowrets, cates ambroſial, ſparkling wines, 
More brilliant wit, yet keener far the glance 
Flaſhing from love-bright eyes, and ſounds that blend 
Their ſoft enchantment with the ſweets, that ſooth © 
Each pamper'd um and waft th' exulting ſoul 
Above th unenvied joys of diſtant heav n; 
There wait thee— Fool, thou little eam the woes, 
That wait ther there what woes? and whence? avaunt, 
Enthuſiaſt, is not nature's prime command 
Be bleſs d? He beſt obeys, who moſt enjoys 
True ſuch her prime command; nor dubious once 
The taſk, when pure delights without a name, | 
Or veſtige left upon this fin worn mould, 
| H 
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On innocence from all things freely flow d. 


Thy joys, alas! how queſtionable nor! 
How needful now that privilege; indulg ed 


Alone to virtue, to reſtrain ' defare;-'// ++, 


Till reaſon proves its title to the heart. 
From conſcious worth deriv' d, and juſt eſteem. 


At each exertion of theſe godlike powWrs 5 
Flows a freſh fount of bliſs, to chear the ſoul 
That up heavn's ſteep aſcent holds its firm courſe, 


With hope ſtrong panting; (bliſs, unknown to thee, 


Poor ſelf-denying patron of delight. 

In Virtue's lovely form thy jealous eye 

Sees a ſtern foe, that robs thee of thy joys. 
Thy lawleſs joys thy reaſon” far outrun, 
They ev'n outrun defire. Full oft the Fiend . 
Prevented wonders at thy ruin wrought - 
Precipitant, e'er he with tempting. bait 
Can thy keen paſſions ply. - Thy fancy raves 
On diſappointment doating, chaſing ſtil! 
What evermore when caught thy reaſon ſcorns; 
What oft meer inſtin&t nauſeates, and condemns. 
Oft evn thy wiſer clay, toſt with the crowds, _. 
That fluttering ſport in Pleaſure's hurrying ſtorm, 
Proclaims her vain, vexatious. Half abaſh'd 
Reſolve at length to vindicate thy pride, 

The flacken'd frame obeys thee not; but ſpent 
And ſinking ſtill it courts the driving - gale. 
Down down the gulph of woe beyond recall 


She 


E 

She whirls thee. There her each attendant Grace, 
Mirth, Licence, Luxury, whoſe wanton charms 
Thy wild dream ſoothing, round thy captive heart 
So fondly twin'd, in dire diſtorted ſhapes 

Of hags infernal, rack thy ſhatter'd frame. 

Pall'd Luxury o'er all her honey'd ſweets 

Of hatefulleſt difreliſh pours the gall. 

While chains on chains by lawleſs Licence heap'd 
Round thee, ſtill ruder for 'thy- ſtruggling, cling. 
Unfceling Mirth her ceaſeleſs laugh ſuppreſs d, 
Writhes her broad front with agonizing ſpleen, 
Exaſprating to madneſs ev'ry pang. /' 

Stift-rob'd in all the cumb'rous wealth of Id, 
A ſhape with dropſy ſwoln, with famine gaunt, 
With harpy claws that crammid; ſtill graſp at more, 
Lo! Mammon brooding fits oer unſunn'd heaps 
Of golden coin, rude ingots, ruder ore. 

On all fides round he glares with hagard eyes, 
Where fear and fierce. defire alternate watch. 
Sternly the frowning Phantom bids thee kneel 

At his proud altar, and revere him God, 

Sov reign of all beneath. the vaulted ſky ; 

Off ring, t' inflame thy zeal, the pomp, the wealth, 
And tinſel ſplendours of this nether. world. 

Mortal, theſe tempting - treaſures to obtain 

From yon vain Idol, fore the” toil, the taſlc 

Severer than the Source of being claims 
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To fix thy title to the wealth of heavn. 
Reſign d that hope remote, the haſty, choice 
Thou deem'ſt thy preſent gain, at leiſure weigh. 
Wafted, and ſwelling with each profp'rous gale, 
Strait let th' exhauſted ſtores of rich Peru, 
With half Golconda's, in thy coffers: riſe. 
Now at their moſt triumphant height, conſult 


Thy throbbing heart; can it now taſte: of joy? 


That recreant heart, alas l too ſadly feellss 
Its own unworthineſs, to think of bliſs. 


No, not for thee forth walks the blooming Spring. 


Fluſh'd with the genial ſmile of Love ſupreme. 
No, not for thee, when laugh the vales, and ſin g. 
Reflects the ripen d year, the -bounteous God. 

No, not for thee, the grand enliv'ner, light, 
Firſt-born of heav'n, deſcends, the formleſs maſs 
With comelineſs inveſting, grace and jop. 
No, wretch, in vain for thee does Nature bid - 
Her fimpleſt child with open breaft receive 

Her obvious bleſſings. Stung with ſwarms of care, 
Diſtracted, haraſs'd by thy tyrant,” Gain, 

No leiſure haſt thou to attend the voice 

Of Nature, or adore her Lord benign. 

That facred voice thy trueſt gain declares, 

To trace the footſteps of her | Author's love. 
Were this thy prime purſuit,” indulgent heav n 
Might, for the welfare of mankind, on thee. 

A public blefling pour in ſhow'rs of wealth; 


Not 
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Not then reſerv'd in ſtagnant pool to ſleep; | 
Or waſteful headlong..daſh'd;:to whelm the vale 


With torrent foul; but in each roſeate bud, 
Each hopeful ſcyon, or each languid leaf, 
To feed, with many à ſilent rill, the ſprings 
Of health, and life, and beauty. Thus inclin'd, 
Tis not in fortune's frown to make thee poor. 
One heart- expanding ſmile of conſcious worth 
All the vain treaſures of the world outweighs. 
With glance more potent than th'archechy mic ſun, 
Where'er the child of nature turns his eye, 
Spread the rich ſtores of Amalthæa's horn; 
His own is all the . which all enjoy. 
j $01 Wendet 

On yon proud 1 hes tithe in ty, 
In ſhew like poliſh'd adamant compact, 
Tho but a vapour that, confronts the ſun, - 
Behold Ambition rears her blazing form. 
Earth on her tow'ring aſpect from beneath 
With wonder wild hangs trembling. At her nod 
The gathering crowds of her adorers preſss 
Round the wide baſe of her exalted throne. 
Low-groveling on the ground the reptiles vain 
In thought ſtrain panting up the leſs ning ſteps, 
High o'er their heads in air ſuſpended wave 
Scepters, and truncheons, tinſel trophies, crowns 
Of crumbling ore, and lawrels ever-green. 
At theſe they graſp advent rous, and full oft 
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Rude competition's ſhock; am adverſe" blaſ t. 
A random flip tumbles them headlong down m 
Whelm'd in th'abyſs of loatiyd obſcurityh mn 1 1 
How abject the fall'n wreteh'!' the wfretch ifideed, 


To deem leſs abject the deluſve height... 
Where baſely ſcrambling he but ſeemd to ſouhrr. 
Let the vain Goddeſs on ech effort e it ni 20 1 
Succeſs attend each aim, ſelf-center:d : ſtil mind wort} 
For pow'r, dominion, grandeur; more ſev ere "= 
Than diſappointment, on his tow'ring edo 
It heaps new perils from the rival rage 5 t J 
Of foes, of friends, new tortures' on his breaſt t 
With fiercer throbs diſtended. Victor ſtils : 
Kind Fortune ſpeed him, each opponent ny 
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Fly cer the ſurface of che ſueam of l:: | 
Uncheck'd the circle of his wiſhes; wide: 20:1 
Still widening, gain its meaſur'd round, this: cant 017 


Its bound'ry---as we gaze, tis vaniſhd-—loſt 
The very being our weak optics let. 
So mean thy proudeſt boaſt, Ambition, ſinkkkͤs 
In virtue's eſtimation, ſhe diſcla mme 
Each double-hearted vot'ry at her ſhri ness. 
That looks not with a fixd contempt on the. 
Degen' rate, little recks thy 'low=bent- an nent gcig voc of 
How glorious once above the ſolar blaze 
Thou ſhonſt-then hear it, and with * ft 71239995 
Heav'n-born, ſupremely fair, till baſely funk - +5 es 13 
| | | | From thy ſublime original, thou fellſt . „ Seti 24 
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1 
Of wretched Self the thrall, twas thine the charge 
In breaſts angelic as in man to raiſe 
An ardent appetite for praiſe divine, 
A boundleſs wiſh for pow'r to imitate, 
Beneficence unbounded. Lives there ſtill 
A ſoul retentive of that ſacred fire? | 
Above the feeble trump of earthly. Fame, 
Above the low-ſhrunk pinnacle of pride 
Imperial, he proclaims how void of light, 
Save what the fount of light on virtue ſheds, 
Is all created glory ; preſent hears | 
Th approving God: not his own. conſcious heart 
More clear more preſent ſpeaks his genuine worth. 
Say then what wonder that completely bleſs'd 
In heav'n's applauſe, he ſpurns with calm diſdain 
This earth's vain pageants, Pleaſure, Wealth, and Pow'r 
Unown'd, unhallow'd by celeſtial Truth, 
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And profit by the malice of thy foes; _ ; - 
So | blending, good with evil, fair with foul | | 

As thence to model one harmonious W HOLE ; 
One univerſal law of truth and right. | 
Tranſl, Weſt, 
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The ARGUMENT. 


Fal'n man ſtill encourage to confide in) thief Deity---All evil is 
under the ſecret control of his Providence---His Truth exhi- 
bits to man a picture of 


moral ſtate—- _ Juſtice de- 
nounces miſery and th to E infinite Good- 
neſs---His Mercy commiſſions Hope to lead man to a toſpect 
of the recovery of Hãppineſs— Natdrat Evil à Hlutary check 


upon 1 9 — of moral good humility - tem- 


perance---Juſtice---wiſdom---charity---piety produced by na- 
tural evil---Our imaginations repreſent "the evils of botli kinds 
as much greater than they really are LEVen our low ſyſtem 
far more abundant in goodneſs and happineſs, than we com- 


to appear to the eye of a ſuperior Being. 


To hoſtile forms reſign d of hate and woe 
Whither, ah! whither turns the child of wrath, 
When all creation frowns reſentful round? 
Offended Lord, whither if not to Thee ? 
Mindful of Mercy moſt in keeneſt ire, 

Thy vengeful ſtroke but ſpeaks impartial love. 
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How fled from this your violated haunt, | 


From 
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Thro faith alone +6! Wink Eyett matt unveil ALE. 4 
One ſhadowy moment paſs d, 'W eternal ſcherne 5 * 
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Emerging clear. dilplays the wn art) * . 
That blends in God Supfemte this warde WTR vil? x 


Shall.ophing fill, ad Pg 6g his W 
Thro all futurity, it's endleſs maze 
Unravel ; then miſcalld in mortal ſtile 

Shall nat ral ill thy nobleſt gift be deem'd 
The main ſupport confeſs d of moral good: 
As chance, blind arbitreſs, to heàwnly eyes 
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ap enn too high, are hes celeſtial eines 
Still in dim clouds involv'd ? Oh, pardon, Thou, 


1 14 


* It is but a part we ſee of the divine government of the moral world; and of 
that part we muſt be content to form a very imperfect judgm nt. 10 0 are 
dued with a capacity of comprehending the Whole. This may be ſlluſtratec 
a ſtriking analogy i in the œconomy of Providence in the natural world. 1 Hete 
every ſingle object of our contemplation, when conſider'd as a compleat Whole, 
is wonderfully beautiful. Such an object for inſtance is the entite ſtructure oſ any 
vegetable, animal or human body. The more accurately we examine every part 
of ſuch a body as connected with the Whole, the more it raiſes our admiration. 
But when we caſt our eyes upon 14 ſmall broken part of an organized body, ds in 
irregular piece of wood, of bqne, or of fleſh, all we ſee is a>confus'd, and ſhapg- 
leſs maſs. At the ſame time let a ſkilful Anatomiſt examine it, he ſhall diſcern 
great ſymmetry and beauty in it, from his knowledge of the relation, which it 
bore to that entire body, of which it was a part, What we too often preſume. to 
complain of, in ſome particular diſpenſations of Providence with reſpect to good 
and evil, if the whole ſyſtem of God's moral government were Known to us, 
would prove to be a meer miſtake of our own, ariſing from ſome imperfect 
and confus'd apprehenſion of things, 
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1 
Whoſe holieſt ark never did eye profane 
Viſit, unblaſted, if my erring ſenſe 1 
Tranſgreſs its bounds appointed in purſuit 
Of myſtic truth. Enough perhaps for man 
Faln man to know, by ſelf-preſumption, faln, 
Self- humbled doom d to riſe, that ſtill benign 
Are thy decrees, (howe'er. perverſely turn d 
To his confuſion) - and reſiſtleſs ſtill/ 
That prompt, when ſin, fell tyrant, pots control, 
Thine equal hand the due proportion d check 
Diſpenſes mild of ſalutary woe, 
Till both one regulated period find. 


When firſt experienc d ill, a doleful glimpſe 
Of knowledge darting on revolted man. 
With heav'n-ſent horrors fill'd his conſcious mind, 
Deep ſtruck they ſoften d his obdurate heart; 
And waken'd ſad conviction, purging clear 
His ſtreaming eyes, no longer fondly bent 
On ſelf-deceit. Appal'd he ſtarts at guilt. 

In her own form abhorr'd; and loud bewails 
Sweet innocence for ever ever loſt ; 

Ah! loſt how ſoon th Eternal fount of good, 
Ev'n in th' exub'rance of his bounty loſt ! 

How late in dread of his, juſt vengeance found! 
Yet found thus late, he bids from theſe low - ſcenes 


Firm Faith to reconduct her trembling charge, 


The 


[ 62 J 
The myſtic heights of Love ue 6c, . her wo 
With hand unſeen, as whelm d with guilt he . 1978! Aνẽ l 
Proſtrate, the preſence felt of Truth ſevere © . 
And Juſtice arm'd to end him, ſoft ſhe touch'd 
His front — up-rais'd his eye,” behold} enthion/d-- : 0 001 
Imperial fits between her ſiſter-twin?e sss 12 
Mercy Divine. Unbent cheir awful bro-wWaa . 
Charm'd by their Sov'reign's ever- gentle fray, 
With equal grace reflect her placid finile. batiot ok Aeneon 
ends d r ol umm bot e 
Truth firſt, in accents clear, attun d ⁰ .li!!! 
ſts trembling firings, dne üman heart add re 


* man, . 41 4 - 
Of untry'd ill too eee a %% W 
Rue the juſt iſſue of thy wilful choice. 1 
View ſelf-impreſs'd with various forms of ar 29.41 
Thy conſcious mind ; where theſe thy — x 
With ſtrong defire of good contending, raiſe 
Inceſſant jars ; ordain'd to laſting peace _ 

A ftranger to remain, till Grace Divine 
New-form thy ſoul, for ever fix'd on vice 
Thy mm. on virtue A fincere . 
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In Rien tones inſpiring ſacred awe, 
Terrors profane diſpelling, Juſtice thus 
In brief pronounc'd his mitigated doom. 
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Soon 
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Soon ſhall theſe :cheequer'd ſcenes of fin and woe, 
Thus ever pair d by * fate ſupremely kind, 
Obtain a cloſe define in death. U 


. 


Nor more — with voice, article Ne fupends 
All fadneſs, ev'n deſpair, the very pangs © Iu 23179 
Of hell, 8 —_— and the reſt.” S Yar 

Though forfeited, doh bolt, PI diſtant now, 

Lo! yet reclaimable, thy bliſs preſents 

Its image fair, in proſpect rifing ſtill ; 

From varying ſtage to ſtage, thro life conducts 
Thy faithful ſtep, ſequacious as it flies. 

See ! it ſurmounts the dreaded gulph of death, 
While o'er th' unheeded brink thy rapt'rous eye 
Still hangs, its flight purſuing. ' Fix'd on heav'n 
Keep there its conſtant track. - Nor life- nor- death 
Can long detain thee from the glorious prize, 
Which thus en is thine to oy no more. 


She ſpoke — Forth iſſuing from the throne. of grace, 
On golden pinions gliding down the iky, 


Fate here ſignifies the decree of God. What I will is FAT E, ſays the Deity 
in the Paradiſe Loft. The word originally meant the declaration of the divine 
decree. Unintelligent fate is an abſurdity, that certainly was never thought of 
when the word was firſt uſed, it * derived * i to ſpeak, to pronounce, 
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The myſtic heights of Love ſupreme to ſeelC . 
With hand unſeen, as Wwhelm'd with gullt he lay 
Proſtrate, the preſence felt of Truth ſevere cl © nar 
And Juſtice arm'd to end him, foft ſhe touch'd 400 
His front — up- rais d his eye, behold ! enthon d. 
Imperial fits between her ſiſter wing 
Mercy Divine. Unbent their awful browse, 0 
Charm'd by their Sov'reign's ever-gentle fway, 
With equal grace reflect her placid'finile; 7 a | 
ends Ai „ . ut en n 
Truth firſt, in accents clear, attun d 0 lk 
Its trembling ſtrings, the b Vingy' W nh V e 


Of untry'd ill too —— — ei h % n,jM N 
Rue the juſt iſſue of thy wilful choice. 
View ſelf-impreſs'd with various forms of Ii! Et q 
Thy conſcious mind; where theſe thy cherifh'd foes on) 6 
With ſtrong defire of good contending, raiſe eli: rA 
Inceſſant jars ; ordain'd to laſting peace 

A ftranger to remain, till Grace Divine 
New-form thy ſoul, for ever fix d on vies 
gh Row,” on virtue thy 1 ſincere eſteem. At: 
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Tn bie tones inſpiring ſacred awe, 7 5 N 
Terrors profane difpelling, Juſtice thus 
In brief pronounc'd his mitigated doom. | 
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Soon ſhall theſe cheequer d ſcenes of fin and woe, 
Thus ever pair d by “ fate ſupremely a 
Obtain a cloſe deli in death. un: 


Nor more — with voice, . 9 fupends 
All ſadneſs, ev'n deſpair, the very pangs 
Of hell, o er-ruling FOE an the reſt.” 


Though forfeited, FRO loſt, PE diſtant now, 

Lo! yet reclaimable, thy bliſs preſents 
Its image fair, in proſpe& riſing ſtill ; 
From varying ſtage to ſtage, thro life conducts 
Thy faithful ſtep, ſequacious as it flies. 
See ! it ſurmounts the dreaded gulph of death, 
While o'er th' unheeded brink thy rapt'rous eye 
Still hangs, its flight purſuing. Fix d on heav'n 

f Keep there its conſtant track. Nor life nor death 
Can long detain thee from the glorious prize, 
Which thus regain'd is thine to part no more. 


She ſpoke — Forth iſſuing from the throne. of grace, 
On golden pinions gliding down the iky, 


Fate here ſignifies the decree of God. What I will is FAT E, ſays the Deity 

in the Paradiſe Loft. The word originally meant the declaration of the divine 

decree. Unintelligent fate is an abſurdity, that certainly was never thought of 
when the word was firſt uſed, it velng derived from yr to ſpeak, to pronounce, 
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Heav'n's lovelieſt emiſſary, Hope deſcends, 
Array d in all the blooming hues, that dee 
The paradiſe of God Her ſmiling bo 
With buds of amaranth encircled. glo -w. 1 00 
A waving miſt o'erhangs her ſparkling eyes, 3 
That rais d in vain to diſſipate the gloo mmm 4 
Yet gild, or keen tranſpierce its ſkirts Obſcu re. 
As ever and anon the vapour dim geil % en } 
Redoubling preſſes or her lab'ring ſenſe, da | | 
Her white hand lifts æ long protended tube 
Thro' which within the heav n of heav'n ſhe viers 
New Edens, brighter as more diſtant ſtil lk 


- — ; 
Portray'd in endleſs, perſpective, ariſe. _} ,-; ll 1 ne 91 
On this her fair ambaſſadreſs, the charge 
Mercy Supreme impos'd, to wake the foul ': 


Deſponding, ſunk in lethargy of woe. 11 
New life with loſt perfection to regaũunmn. 
Ordain'd the ſubſtitute of bliſs, ſhe [leads 12 wh nd 4499 
The mind that droops in ſullen felf abroad. 
Its inborn ſtrength t.exert-in uſeful toil, 61461641 
Hence the glad hind o'er winter's drear domain 8 

Diſplays the promiſe of autumnal wealth. „ DN es 
Hence the fond parent rears the tardy ſeeds Alb al) 
Of moral truth, tending with ceaſeleſs care 5 

The weedy garden of the youthful, mind, few ed © 
Till each fair plant rais'd from the fruitful Rock: 1 85 
Of Love, till fortitude with prudence rang d Ved 


With juſtice, candour, temp'rance;- bounty, ſprings z — 
BY * | | \ a And 


( 65 J 
And riſing ſtately to proportion due, 
With beauty and diffuſive fragrance blooms. | 
Hence all the various arts that ſweeten life 
Their birth derive, their progreſs, their mature 
Perfection. Hence the heavy n- born child aſſerts 
His native dignity ane w, collects | 
Beyond conjecture his inimortal ſtate, 
On earth looks down triumphant o'er the grave. 


Let ill ſucceſs on all our ſteps attend, 
Our dear delights be vaniſh'd all, nor then 
Flies from extreme diſtreſs our well-known friend; 
High o'er the preſent gloom' in fancy's eye 
Some glitt ring form of happineſs aloft 
Still waving ; till our oft-eluded graſp 
Eternity at length completely fills. .. 


But leſt Preſumption vain, that wrought our fall, 
Again ſubverſive of our hopeful riſe, 

To theſe low ſcenes our beſt affections bind, 
Mindleſs of aught more glorious, fond to raiſe, 

O madneſs! on this earth a tranſient heav'n, 

The permanent forgot, rejected, ſcorn'd, 

The Lord of earth and heay'n commiſſions Pain 
To quell this deadly foe. Our friend unknown 
With grief and diſappointment in his train, 

In hateful ſhapes obeys the laws of Love; 


Severely kind, on man's reluctant eye 
i K 
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Strikes quick perception of his abje&" ſtate, - gi in 
With all the wretchedneſs of reptile pride: Nis 155 WH Adu / 
From each deluſive object of 1 bc / r DON 
That led him firſt aſtray, a leſſon draws, ee rtf 
With keen remorſe impreſs' d, "ind ene een d f af 
Not more benign the voice, that bids the ſpring 55%) Hritent tis! 
With all her ſweets enrich the liberal Pale, 2 HUν̊⁰Dο DASH! 
Than when the whirlwind's temper'd rage it calss 
To ſweep the ling'ring plague from ſtagnant air, 
Not leſs benign the ſame paternal” nk r 
With fore diſreliſh drugs th' immod' rate bow), b ng ae 
That crowns the thirſty lab'rer's Yo with joy: AIR uit i 


4. — 2 


When day by day, misst l in Wan; 2454.78 ene. 
Heav'n pours its bleflings on our thankleſs head, {it 
Tis manna taſteleſs all. Our ſenſe deprav'd 2 gat 4; ming 
Covets, obtains, and riots on our b | 
Till gorg'd with fleſh diſcaſeful, on our throats * 29 
Seizing, a timely peſtilence reſtores * = ed 1304. 
Our taſte corrected to the bread. of bean. ey "0 15 oh 

en 2 2 * 

If ſelf-love, heedleſs of another's harm, a 09 them 
O'er reaſon trampling ſpurns at right and law, WDIRING 960 
Juſtice, thine empire Oer its wildeſt” rage my : 1 to E 
Its wholeſome ſtren gth derives from dread of 4 Parts, et, 


When all our Genz unrein d to folly. run, - 


Affliction beſt recalls the wand'r rers home, 
T Bear 


- 


11 
Bares to our op'ning eyes our inmoſt hearts, 
Till Wiſdom there erects her ſacred throne, 
Celeſtial Wiſdom, our ſecure defence 
Amid the perils of ſurrounding ill. . 
As erſt on Jſjrael fore oppreſs'd, aroſe _ 
Pure light in Go/pen, when ſubſtantial. night | 
Around incumbent whelm' d their careleſs lords. 


Full oft, N by e eee | 
Has Charity relum'd her heav'nly flame, 
That, ſunk in ienſeleſs caſe and dormant, lay, 
But far more potent on the ſoften d breaſt 
The felt infliction works of actual woe; 
All the quick ſprings of tenderneſs exerts, 
In aid of wretchedneſs, itſelf has known, 
The ſubject thus, and bleſs d efficient too 
Of this beſt principle, diſtreſs exalts 
The virtuous mind to be the gaze of thrones 
Celeſtial, guardians, like itſelf, of man : 
When fore diſtreſs'd the * man of God's own choice 
How more than human! See with melting eyes 
Bent o'er a ſleeping foe, he faves a life 
Expos'd impatient to deſtroy his own ! 
How leſs than brutal, when elate with pow'r, 
And regal pride ! View him with ſavage luſt 
Inflam'd, imbrued in his brave ſervant's blood, 
Obſcure the ſplendour of his proſp' rous reign. 


* David. K 
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Sacred to virtue, to religion ſworn, n 
And hallow'd from the womb, like Manoab' 8 fon, 
Deep on thine infant mind parental care ty 
In living traces fix d their awful form 
Till roving wild thro life's gay-ſhifting Fg 
Falſe Pleaſure courts thy too too paſſive ſenſe. 

The traitreſs lulls thee in her harlot lap, 

Steals o'er thy ſlumb' ring ſoul, each trace divine 
Confounding ; quells, tho heay'n inſpir d, thy frength. * 
Loſt, loſt, of God forfaken, where ah! where 
Shall night o'erwhelm thy guilt in depth of ſhade? 
True ſelf-eſteem with ' conſcious virtue fled, 
Remains there ought thy refuge but deſpair ? 

In iſrael's Champion ſelf-defeated, view 


Thy kindred fate, like him; by the rude gripe 15 1 


Of anguiſh ſaved, from endleſs ruin ſnatch d. 
Arous'd by a relentleſs hoſtile band, 

Diſgrac'd, a ſlave, bereav'd of chearful day, 

This ſhame thy pledge of laſting glory deem, 
From foul oppreſſion thy releaſe theſe bonds, 
This night the tidings of celeſtial dawn. 

For lo! with healing on his wings deſcends, 
And freſh returns of ſtrength, the Pow'r unſcen, 
Eer while unheeded, now with zeal implor d. 
Thy paſſions all compos'd, thy patient heart 
Secure of triumph, ſmiles upon thy foes. 

With front ſerener far than when reclin'd 


It 


L 6 ] 

It languiſh'd on th! Inffdious' chatmer's breaſt, 

With front ſerener thy devoted head 

In virtue's en a rn lies. 

eh pa 

Thus in the hand mM city Love 

Bleſs d inſtrument of good, ſeveteſt ill | 

From earthly droſs refines, and lifts thy ſoul 


Sublime to ſeelt | * R bpeeme. fl sigen 


* 1 1 Th 59 


On heav'n tho' fix'd with undedlining ray, 
O'er this it's humble threſhold let thine eye 
Glance chearful on, its faint" reſernblance here 
By Sovereign Wiſdom caſt in dubious ſhades 
Devoutly trace; nor heed the ſhapes of woe 
That frequent native in this region riſe, 

Of guilt alone, and. 128 _—_y the dread. 


Not the drear coat where * the rude Samoids, | 
Tho' dark with aggravated horrors, draws 
One ſecret murmur. from the_pious breaſt, 
Or tear from the pure eye, that ſees diffus d 
O'er all one equal one parental care. 
To ſocial pleaſures dead, alone to pains 
Alive, tho ſullen, ſhrunk in caves, they lie; 
Till famine rouſe them, der th! enſanguin d ſnows 
With clubs to fell their ſtorm-defeated prey: 
Not the fell Iroqueſe, who feaſts with glee, 
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In mid career ſuſpended=— 


L 7%. ]. 
And inſult, fiercer than his, tort ring, flames, no Ata! 3 
On the rent limbs of his yet /\bygathing foe :._....- 1 a 


Not the dire ſcenes, Nigritia's, torrid clime + of ans TRY dT 


Preſents, where lawleſs ger th impurpled ſtranlddad 


Stind fury ae, ogy pam d each/tendreſt, e, Erle 


-> 


Sons, brethren, parents with each others lives Shea, eat 0 br 


And liberties. an impious traffic hold: Ae naaro fr A e 
Not poliſ d Europe's crimes more harb'rous far,, ,, 
With keener ſenſe of heart-felt pangs aveng d, 

A nation's rights betray'd, her freedom fold, Sj eras 0 
Millions with wanton, deſolation {wept Gbr 1144 = 19705 


By one man's frenzy to cimeleh grove; 10) ltTprecty! 244 N 


ſt; 1 29 fin: 02 vv 


Howeer oppreſs'd with gloom congenial, kuck 5 
By theſe dread forms of evil, blind with zeal, Ih Br, 
Self-perſecuting zeal, | cnthubaſts rave, ; 


446,90: 


qt hay -=10 p 711 8 209 
And paint this tk < world the type of 8 


Its wretched ſons a race of fiends accur an F . 
Our univerſal Parent with a ſmile, i505 | | 
£45 =? (35 


Compaſſionates their weak unnat ral toil, 
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And with a ſmile confounds., T heir AVE "hearts 175 
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Reluctant own, with mercy compals' d round, e 2 
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Ev'n earth to heav'n recounts her Maker's love. e 


Nor is her ſpeech unlovely ; i but attun d 


\g $68! 1 2 "51117: 0 #1 5 
To notes irregularly ſweet, proclaims 47 3 ; 
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It's Harmoniſt divine. Full | oft detains 3 
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Her landſcape fair the Seraph's belancd wüng 8 
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u 7 HOW —— bleſsd Orb,” ** 

(Thus inſtant iſſues — b bittn. 

The friendly gratulation, earth all hal, 

Heav'n's portal deck d ——— OR art, 

Seat of our infant brethren, born to fill! 

Our vacant thrones, what time tht "Almighty Word 
Our grateful tribes ſhall call, with ſteadier eee ten 101) 
Aſcending, nearer to approach the {brite © 9 4 // 
All-glorious of th'- vinſeen"'Paternal” God. ot 
May Love Divine it's bleffings om thee Thow'r 

With freſh increaſe, fair nurſery of heav'n. 


Now zealous to ſurvey this recent fieſe 
To laud the great Creator: lowly bent „2 
His radiant head Oer each embroiderd vale, n | 
Each pine-clad mountain, each 'meand' ring ſtream, VP 207 
O'er ocean's azure plain adores "the ſteps « 
Apparent of the God. His nearer glance > 17! 
Deſcends to their minute poſſeſſor, Man, 
With all the mimic wonders of his toil; 

And brightning ſees Toft” Eden, loſt by fin,” 

By toil, the curſe, which heav'n on fin denounc'd 
Thus rudely ſketch'd anew; the 'defart wild 

Now ſocial grown, to living fields transform'd, + 
And taught with harveſts gay to laugh and ſing; 
The loathſome fen, by Nature's boon 'ordain'd 

To rouſe and recompenſe his gen'rous care, 
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With many a cot beſprinlled, calm abodlde og 1H 
Of roſe-lip'd n eee 
Cities from harmony and union ſprung, ts. the, F! 
Where ſcepter d ſplendour: waits on ſacred 133 ol rum g 
Where want- inſtruqted art her hundred hands With 1: a'q oH 
Extends to all of ev'ry gift--profuſe ; 44 yin tn nnd # mn ny 4441 
Where commerce, on each gale s auſpiciqus wings. 
Oer the wide ocean's all- connecting realttmtm ens 244) 
Wafts the rich ſtores. of ev ry diſtant coaſt 74.394 i eil 
Bright fanes to heav'n eee 4 PRE 
With rev'rence due e the:wholes,; . 


eben 27: e 3 0 
Laſt on this various Ade nmel fu. „ 2 
On man, to cherubs, to the worm allied. i 0 Ser HI 
His eye, where juſt eſteem, and pity vis 29: no 
Blended with candour, and diſcernment, 8 AI 41 TD 
Tho' ſunk in deep ning ſhades to mortal light, it me? 
Scarce of his native brightnels. gleams © Hs 518002 nom 120 
His ſubject myriads conſtant in the path 
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Of nature walking unbenighted ſ till... 
9 n þ | . . 1 
As when Oer heav'n's clear vault, th" 1 gin 


Of countleſs ſtars put all their ſplendour: fortgg 
Her creſcent wrap'd in cloudy veil, their Ch... »>881: fot ol 
Athwart their glitt ting files in ſhrouded ſtats E fa end 
Advancing ſlow ſhuns * terreſtrial ken. 
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Not thus cludes r angels eye 0 ren e e 14 1 
On lapſed man reſiding. Noah d n er 
ff 
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By low- born miſt his comprehenſive vie if 
In thy ſole eſſence loſt, all- ſeeing God, | 
Oer all creation's charms expatiates free; 
In man, low-groveling thus beneath himſelf, 
He owns the deſtin'd- heir of higheſt heav'n; 
His very tears congratulates j nor deems + 
This wayward plaintful infant leſs the child, 
The fondly favour d child of Love Divine, 
Than the rapt ſeraph Ger the mount of God 
Aſcending, bright with undiminiſh'd- blaze; 
Sees from theſe tears the facred claim ariſe - 
Of ſympathetic tenderneſs and love; 
In the faint cry, that with his earlieſt breath 
Firſt uſhers the defenceleſs babe to light, 
Hears the prime call of nature, ſent to rouſe 
The dormant principle of ſocial care; 
Hears it the ſweet propenſion fix for life, 
With unremitted tendance long to watch 
The fraileſt feebleſt birth of mortal race, 
Maturer years to cheriſh, ſtooping age 
With rev'rence to relieve, and prompt ſupport. 
Thus to this bleſs'd intelligence, the wants, 
Th' infirmities of man the ſource appear, 
Whence all his wealth, and ſtrength, and his gone 


More wond'rous ſtill, that very pow'r, that finks 
His nature loweſt in his own eſteem - 


Th Arc-angel notes, as the diſtinguiſh'd ſeal, 
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It's firm foundations have e 75 — hdi 1 
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[ 74 1] 
That marks his near alliance to the thronees 20 
Of glory, of his aſcent the 9 Bas auoiyoand] 
He views him conſcious of à nobler fate, - 19 151 
With ſelf-diſdain illuſtriouſly abas lll. 
With inborn feeling of perfections Re von bi * D 
Tranſcending far this periſhable: ſtate: 
At whoſe ſublime, conception ſhrunk himſelf 
Below compare, humbled in duſt he lies. mo 
More candid far our heay'nly critic weighs 94 mory 
Each ſtrength each frailty with impartial ſcales 10 
In varied being views with compaſs wide 
Our ſtation juſt; above, below, combin'd rod ora 
In this harmonious ALL, compleat and full. 


| 2 1 231 | Un 1 
Let weak opinions jar, this fearful frame 
Corporeal miſconceiving ; all its po] ] s 17 
Organic ſtill their ſtated rules obex. 1 
Loet ſcience rave in wild confuſion toſt, OM To 


This moral ſyſtem tracing ; not the goth 
Exorbitant of ill, not hell's deſpite. /- 


By Providence Divine {till firm they ftand ; 


Eſtabliſh d thus, they ſtand th authentic prof 


How ſtrong the prevalence this abject eartngn 514 dus 
Yet boaſts of moral good. Prevailing vice. 
With lawleſs rage, had {wept our feeble race. 
As ſweeps the whirlwind from the face of dx 


The flutt ring inſet ſwarms. Th! Eternal flamp'd a 


On 


11 

On ſin the characters abhord of wWoe 
Contagious, and perdition widely ſpread, 

That many deeds of love might riſe to quell 

The waſteful fury of one deed of hate. 

Yon axe with gore diſtain'd, at one dire act 

Of rage tyrannic, rent th unſullied thread 

Of Szaney's life. Oh! what a world of love, 
(Matter to thee of wonder, ſeraph blefs'd,) e 
From helpleſs childhood rais d it, ſafe conveyd _ 
Through perilous youth, to rey'rend age maintain'd ! 


Where heav'nly wiſdom in the front erect 
And eye ſublime, beaming with -gen'rous light 
Of truth and love, reveres i 'd the God, 
Go, wiſdom's hypocrite, o'erweening ſage, 
(Thy ſolemn ſelf high-tow'ring o'er thy kind,) 
View there with erring ſpleen a wretched ſlave 
Of folly, funk beneath his kindred brute. 


What though no leſs alive to joy than man, 
Yon ſprightly lark, that wakes the meek-ey'd morn 
Springs from the freſh-turn'd furrow, mid the clouds 
Borne on the buoyant breath of gentle May ; 
With pure delight, from pain fantaſtic free 
Shrill-warbling, hears his new-enamourd mate, 
That wanton flutters o'er the blooming thorn, 
Charm with alluring and reſponſive trill ; | 
Leo Diſcerns 


1176 J 
Diſcerns with pure delicht the mutal fame 
Of young deſite wave Oer her glancing eye, 7 101074; acht 
And glofly plumes, in vernal radiarice" gay: el st n -b ach 
Superior man this univerſal ſmi lie 
Of Nature joins, to rational delight intim 280 told mo! 
Exalted, tracing from each bleſsd effſectt 2 
Each cauſe beneficent, aſpites himſ eil 
With grateful toil her bleſſings to improve. 
Each ſocial claim diſcharg d, from all rn a 
In various offices of love -repaid, F- ee L 
Tenfold repaid on his own boſom feels ; 
To preſent ſcenes unfetter'd- ſprings aloft, 
The laws of heav'n in ſpace and time remote 
Exploring, ſcans his own exerted | (way, | 
O'er diſtant lands, o'er ages far diffus d. 
Seas drain' d, alps level d, earth encompaſs d, heavn 
Completely ſparm d, peace, virtue, freedom, bliſs 
To future generations well ſecur d. 
Are theſe th' atchievements of a brute or God ? 
Let eyes angelic ſpeak their kindred pow'rs. 


How fair to fancy opens nature, grac'd 
With order, beauty, harmony divine, dich no 
Above the groſs delights of brutal ſenſe ? 
Yet lovelier far when reaſon's calm review 
Arreſts her flying forms, to ſome great end 
In th' intellectual world ſubſervient all. 
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But oh! far lovelieſt on religions eye 
Beams from this wond'rous Whole the bounteous God. 
Rais'd to that ſole, Artificer of Bliſs 
In ſympathy, man ſhares the joy divine 
From bleſſings infinite, conceiv'd beyond 
His bounded range; and pants with eager hope 
His faint concurrence may acceptance find, 
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BOOK IV. 
God is Love, and he that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in God, 
and God in him, | 


Jobn, iv. 16. 
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The A R G U M E N p if 

The x power of NY to enforce the principle of benevolence- The 
amiableneſs and dignity of the principle itſelf---The power of 
Religion to enforce it by revealing the real eſſence, merit and 
end of virtue its eſſence the conſtant endeavour to produce 
| happineſs---its merit the exertion of this principle in oonfor y 
to the will of God its end the obtaining by this means the di- 
vine approbation— that upon this conformity to the will of God 
depends our exaltation in a future ſtate - that the Eternal Word 
was made man to reſtore us to this conformity, and to redeem 
us from the bad effects of our departure from it by his example 


+ 
. * 4 4 WF 


—ty his death---His grace continually extended from infinite. 
to every individual. conducting our minds by a contrary pro- 
greſs from ſelf- love to the love of God The ſeveral ſtages of 
this progreſs---Falſhood of the pretence to piety without mora- 


lity---Madneſs of the pretence to morality. without piety The 
love of God the natural bent of all our faculties---of ſenſe---of 
paſſion---of fancy---of reaſon and by concentring them all our 
ſupreme and univerſal good. 
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H Us rank 'd beneath, but juſt beneath the tribes 
Angelic, ponder, man, thy glorious doom: 
By heav'n ordain'd in bleſſin g to be bleſs d, 

Still Nature's gentle ſway to this great end 51 7 
Inclines thy courſe ; though devious oft thy ſpeed 

O'erleaps in deſp'rate chace thine obvious good, EY 
On pleaſure bent, fair to the ſelfiſh eye. 
Though falſe, and branded by the laws of love; 

Oertakes the phantom --- Claſps --- and finds it pain. 


T 


MI 5 od ;.1 Nor 


[ 82 7 1 
f 92 [ 7 , „ 
GY 
Nor yet, though heedleſs of th e ee 4 07 e 10), , 
Perverſely playful ſtrays her 'winton charge,” 1. bid: add 
Nor yet remits the Providetice Bivne' 509 ine nO 
Her ever-watchful care, care Fonder far: 


* of z 
i 5 
1 N 


Than heaves the weeping mother's anxiotis tink, 
That melts, enamour'd of her infant's ſmile. 
From Reaſon's brow, ſedately ſtern, ſhe caſts 
Her keen ſoul-piercing glance athwart thee --- ſtops 

Thy progreſs ſhort --- each ſmoothly erring track 

Strong barrs with all the ſhapes of penance dire 

Thy flack hand graſps --- urges up truth's ſteep path 

Thy wav'ring feet, now gath' ring ſtrength with toll: 
And while the nearer ſkies in clearet day L W 
Preſent each object of ſincere delight, 
That glads the cultur'd realms of ſocial joy, 

She marks where anguiſh wreathes her ſnaky train 
In the luxuriant wilds of ſelfiſh care, 

Obſcurely winding to the depths of woe. 

On one grand object, mortal, turn, ſhe cries, 

Thy fix'd attention, to conduct aright I | 
Each glance, each geſture, each important ſep 
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| Throu gh life's whole drama, on its varying ſtage | 
1 : Thy heav'n allotted part with native grace, 
| | 4 With truth, with ſtrict propriety, to bear. _ 0 Win 
| * Obtain'd the plaudit of my filent . 
Ad; On mere externals bend an equal eye, 
bl! Dnmark d, but as their feeble pow'r contracts, 


- * : 4 , 
1 2 | | 
3 | 
I 
: 
: 


Or opes to fair hedeßcence the feld. ü G2 ©; 


Thus build, ſublime Oer all. events, thy truſt _ , 


On conſcious rectitude, the rock that braves 
All war's artill'ry, earth's convulſwe ſhock, 
Heav'n's direſt holly of mn. worlds the wreck. 


As oft in Vida 8 faireſt form reveal 4, 

Her genuine form engagingly {erene, 1581 

With no forbidding frown, the wretched fence 

Of pow'rleſs hate, or diſappointed pride, ia 

Soft the reclaims thy ſtep ſuſpended — hark! 

Her clear mild accents to thy good ſupreme | 

Call thee thro paths of pleaſantneſs and peace. 

Raiſe, child of love, thy languid low- bent eye; 

Lo ! through creation's wide- extended verge 

In ſun-bright characters divinely trac'd, 

This fole, primæval, univerſal law: 
Be happy all, who willing to be bleſs d, 
With mind retentive of the ſtamp divine, 
Seek in diffuſing bliſs their ſov'reign joy.” 

Each private care with gen rous rigour ſcan ; 

If pure, it coincides with public good, 

Feaſt then ſecure on, each ſincere delight 

Parental bounty ſheds from nature's lap, 

In all the fulneſs ev'ry ſtate can bear. 

Vet ever mindful of thy nobler part, 

Still riſe with conſcious dignity, intent 
| M 2 


Thy 


1 8 J 
Thy godlike pow'rs to their full pitch to raiſe; ml % 10 
To bliſs with glory born, beheid in mne bl gd d 
Thy guardian prompt to vindicate thy clan. 
Dauntleſs purſue my ſoaring ſteps ariſes 11 un nt Us. 
Surmount the deep-hung damps of miſty doubt 
Ariſe --- be bleſs d --- and claim thy native ſky. 


"oe" * , " 
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Unfecling, fell immer d, can yet 00 foul Kat 5 4114360 oi 
Turn a cold ear to this endearing cal??? — 
Lo! the laſt effort deign'd of grace divine... 
Diſcloſing wide the bliſsful. realms of dyͤ nn 
Deſcends the brightneſs of the preſent ot 
Religion, daughter of Eternal Trum 
Her breaſt of fire, and anne 00 10 hid; e 
Reveal with equal ray the dubious paſt, 159 ASC; tel 
And future's myſtic gloom. Bend, lowly bend. oy Au l 
Obdurate knees. Ye fouls, in deathike froſt wa got wal 
Benumb'd, reviving catch the ſacred flame. * Nager a 


Reaſon, before her radiant footſteps fall fn Hai $21.40, 
In trembling adoration ; till ſublim'd ed 2 7 
Thy feebler pow'rs: in her bright eſſence lor n 196} eee 


Pure on ſeraphic wings to heavn aſpire. 4 * N ng 
Fair guardian of this frail eventful ſtatvt e 
Virtue, whoſe charms triumphant; in;diftreſs - - 4 44 14 
Delight the Sire of heay'n's:approving}; eye, 2 
Approach with rey'rent ſtep the throne! of grace. | 
{tl 0? to bf 5 Behold 


C185]. 

Behold with outſtretehd arms, and bender Ae bullft 
Parental, ſweetly temp'ring ſacred awe T N © tio: of 
Religion greets thee' as her beſt be ani ner Hung , 


Exalting thus in loftier ſtrains thy ſtronn g 
High-rais d r lan as i ancglubo! 


Jpwlt:and e eee nom boating 


Thee, faithful echivi to chat Sovireign Voice, 
That hail'd the new- born world completely good. 
And fix'd its fate in univerſal love, (0016374) nan) £597 0 
Thee, Virtue, man ſhall hear with mindfiil heed '- - 
Enkindling zeal benign; ' ſhall hear and rn {5 
His wav'ring will to ſeek in bliſe Gifted om dt 19h 17 
His prime delight : Yet thou®thus heavnly fair, 
Thus rich in genuine excellence, pure fount 
Of heart- felt peace, and-hope;vand' joy fincere; 
To make theſe bleſſings ſure, warn thou thy charge 
To view thy charms with ſecondary love? 
Raiſe thou his grateful eye to that ſupreme + 
All-bounteous Will, that made thee nch as fair. 


122 


+11 1 [1 1 . 6 | 511 
That Will divine, O man, FOR * ee | 
With pureſt ray in Virtue's/awetul form, | 9 


Alone claims all thine: undivided heart. 

That Will, with faith obſerv'd in this thy dread 
Probationary NO W, through: preſent” bliſe- 
To future glory guides thy trembling ſteps. ++ | 
Ordain d in concert with Almighty Love 


To ſpread the boundleſs flow of ſocial joy 3,10 811 
n Ordain'd 
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106651 mow Adog tte 
Ordain'd to correſpond, with God, why Ang 9150 may ee. 1 
Beneath ſo bright a deſtiny thine eye Sub! t MM of 
Of thy perfection ſtudious, heay'n entreats 1 1231 49}; oY 
Thy full, thy free concurrence, with; ita graee,: Butts eli Þ 


Indulgent ; and ſhall ra em mn I 0 Hein 
Short-ſighted man, alas! for whom but thee 


Has God this tender of neee anti I' 

His attributes immenſe diſdain incseaſe, EM n u Sofas rt 

No leſs than diminution, henceggonfefrin:; nf wit wi 4h bd 
The ſole great end of all his perfect la Naim on: N l 
Stands full diſplay d thy lowly ſtate t raiſeaea 17th 1 yt 
Dream not th' Eternal to ſuppoct his plan % O10 1 
Of gen ral good an thy weak; dd requFjſi : 1H ith, ont HT 
No, earth's great Architect a finmar baſe Sane t Hoh gift 
Than thy precarious impotent good- Will) 
For human weal has laid. Thy» King Suplewde pref 
This eaſy teſt of thine allegiance claims, 21 U 115 vor T1367 07% 
Ere he admits thee to apptoach his throne 
With honours freely grac d, and power to gain 
Thoſe arduous heights he opens on thy ſoul. 
Of this low tranſient ſtate the prime concerns 

Mov d by the ſhadow of his hand unſeen, 8 (B11 2217 ar arg fl 
Nor reaſon prompts, nor virtue deems: her: care. 
Mere appetite, inſtinctive impulſe, leads OT 

Thy pleas'd attention to ſupport; thy-frame, 95557, 
And with freſh ſcyons from'eachi;mortalofteck v5 


Thy ſpecies to perpetuate! Theſe poſſeſs Achs 1 len 


The brute entire. Thee too might theſe of right 
U His Entire 


1 67 1 
Entire poſſeſs, were this poor vale thy lot 


A wretched being cleſing. Raiſe thine ebobn 191d} cick: blatt 


To proſpects worthier of an heav'n-born mind. = IN 
Yon glowing pole, thoſe orbs, whoſe number, —Y _ 


And beauty far thy thoughts tranſcend, in 1 I 1 


And but in part thy deſtin'd heritage Heal hne 12 99111 

Eſteem. Triumphal pomp, imperial an E Kisten £9371 

All earth's magnificence compar d, ben ea 

The name of being ſinks. Myriads of worlds 

Of no relation to this nether erb, 0374 1. 

Save to th' expanſive ſoul of man, ſublime 

Exalt thee to contemplate and adore 

The Majeſty divine. To this great end 

Immortal born, hear, man, with deep- ſtrucx heart 

Diſſolvd in holy dread ; a pow't is thine 

Of moment weightier far than earth, than heav'n, 

A pow'r on immortality to ſtamp re 

Eternal joy, or — oh! with inſtant pray'r 

Implore thy God to fix himſelf thy fate, 

And bar thy pow'r to chuſe — eternal woe. 
If genuine ſprings thy pray'r from ſtedfaſt- faith, 

Thy pray'r is heard. A more exalted life rH vg] 

From change ſecure ſucceeds thy mortal fall. 


Lo! full of grace and truth; 2 man with men, 
Abides that Pow'r Ador'd, which full reflects 
Th' Eternal Father, whom nor human eye 


Nor 
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Nor ſeraph's wing, nor fancy; e er approach ddl. 
Behold him ſhrouded in thine humble frame, guid Bad 1 A 


On heav'n's adoring hoſt impreſs. more aw. 


a l CT 
Than when their tribes, in ſudden tranſport rapt, bo no 
Beheld him in tranſcendent might ariſe, Tos; £29 T% 90 a. 
To bid the bliſsful univerſe be bonn. 


On thee, his own fair image then, he breath'd_ 
Perfection. Now to thine: imperfect form. tas (A 
Himſelf united, lo! he leads thee on 1x6 te ut l 
To thy predeſtin'd heavn. His placid mien NE 
Nor dazzles nor confounds thy wond'ring eye; 
But mildly courts it with familiar light. 
Clad in the ſimpleſt garb of poverty, ey 
Thine humble guide, he marks with wary ſtep | 
Thy hopeful fearful path. Before him fink | 
The levell'd mountains, riſe the low-ſunk BY 
The devious maze unwinds, and: oven; ligd':!: is A 
Each pointed crag : Securely ſmooth proceeds 
Thy faithful progreſs. Now elate with hope 
Exalt thy cloudleſs eye : Adoring view 

In this thine humble guide that Face Divine, 
That dawning ſun of righteouſneſs, that ruld 
With clear meridian: ray thy perfect ſtate. 


4 ir 4-44, . LOI IOC: -£ | 
That gracious Pow'r, to thee far more than King, 
Thy bleſs d Redeemer” now; with fondeſt care 
Deigns in the lowly guiſe” of ſhepherd: Wann 
To watch his tender floele, the loſt reclaim, 81 Iemmniil dt 
; | To 


1 
To purer ſprings, and fields for ever green ; 
The ſimple ſtrays "reſtore, the younglings faint 
Shield with his arm, and in his boſom. bear. 
His life, one varied a& of love extreme, 
Ah! ſee he ſeals in death, from death to ſave 
His dearly ranſomd charge —-myſterious depth 
Of Grace Divine! o'er which with ardent eyes 
Hov'ring th' angelic hoſt a part alone 
Explore, by whom but God completely ſcan'd?_ 


Now the dark realms appal'd of death and hell 
Shrink at their doom. The Victor Prince of Light 
O'erturns their old foundations; all their Pow'rs 

In chains exhibits to a world redeem'd, 

Reluctant thralls of all-controling Love. 

Shout earth, ye ſkies, in tranſport hail the day : 
Lo the mild reign reſtor'd in grace and love 
Eternal founded! Fly, for ever fly 

Tears from all eyes; and fear from ev'ry heart 
Uprais'd to bleſs the Reconciler God. 


Reſum'd his throne of majeſty, on thee 
Behold ſtill bent on thee his kind regard. 
Thro all th immenſity of ſpace diffus d, 
Thro worlds on worlds in countleſs myriads ris n, ' 
And hourly riſing in the boundleſs void, 
Deſcends to this thy lower univerſe, 
Thy ſyſtem viſible of, Tpheres, his love. 


Thro' 
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| 
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Thro' this thy ſtately manſion falls on thee; 


From thee on the leaſt mite, that gay with life 
Dwells with the tribes, which yon vile weed maintains. 


— 
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For bleſſings thus wat all depth al 1 
Exub'rant pour d, what grateful tribute claims 


This King Supreme, this ever-preſent Friend? 
Weak mortal, ſay, can thine aſpiring ſoul 
Retrace the radiant track, Immortal Love 
Purſues, that ſtreams from infinite to thee ? 

It can, impreſs'd it bears the hallow'd ſtamp, 


That ſeals thee chriſtian, Charity. Forth ſprings, + 
Th' incumbent gloom tranſpierc'd; the living ſpark, 


Of heav'nly flame. It's pure inſtinctive ray 
On parents firſt, on each familiar face 

In life's domeſtic circle, beams abroad. 

Till reaſon viewing, from experiencd wants, 


And dangers, public wealth, and fafety ſpring, 
Wide o'er thy country ſpreads the riſing blaze. 


And now ſublime with philoſophic glance, 
As rears the genial parent of the day 


Clear o'er the mountain-top his chearful brow, - 


Above the clouds of prejudice, the miſts 
Of ſelf, o'er all thy ſpecies it extends. 


Tho' bright this eminence, the proſpect fair, 
Vet check not here the full career of love; 


* 
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— 


Nor 
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Nor deem complete it's ever- length ning courſe. 
The ſkirt thou view'ſt of his myſterious robe, 
Whoſe ſmile to all things life and beauty gave, 
_ * Whoſe Face reveal'd of bliſs completes thy ſum. 


Tow'r'd heav'n devoutly riſing, turn on me, 
On bleſsd Religion turn thy juſt regard. 
All human love to the great ſource, and aim, 
And end of love I raiſe ; while Faith and Hope, 
My fair attendant cherubs, wing'd with ſpeed 
Still waft it's trembling flame. - Aloft it ſoars, | 
With ſteady ray it culminates to Thee, 
Father of lights, and with enereaſing force 
Accelerated, haſtes in Thee to dwell. 


Thus plainly mark d, O man, thine arduous path 
To that bleſs d union, where eternal reſt, 
Eternal tranſport waits thy toil of love. 


Nor flack thy ſpeed, nor dare with frantic aim 
On God to raiſe thy facrilegious eye, 


* The ſeeing God face to face, in which the completion of our Happineſs in 
a future ſtate is in ſcripture repreſented to conſiſt, ſeems to import no leſs than an 
immediate perception of the divine preſence, ſome new ſenſation in the blefled 
and glorihed ſpirits, by which they ſhall be conſcious of the manner of their ex- 
iſtence in God. The Deity will then probably become the object of that ſupe- 
rior faculty, He will thus be himſelf their happineſs: Whereas the happineſs 
they now enjoy appears to be not immediately from God, but from objects adapt- 
ed by him to the preſent weakneſs of their faculties; which are deſtin'd to riſe by 
degrees to the full contemplation of that glorious Being, who will then indeed 
be their firength, and their portion for ever. , mY 
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That foul witn rancour on. thy brother ſcowls. 


That God thou ſeeſt not, knowſt not, ne er ſhalt know 


Till theſe thou ſeeſt, thy brethren touch thy heart 
With godlike Charity's expanſive glow. 


Nor leſs accurs'd the wretch, whoſe impious breath 500 1 
Fond deſcant runs in Moral Beauty's praiſe, 
By vanity, caprice, or craft inſpir'd ; 
Yet boaſts it's blindneſs to the charms ſupreme 
Of Piety, yet ſpurns the facred ties 
Of duty, gratitude, and love to God, 
Spurns the ſole cauſe of univerſal good. 
When thus the foul blaſphemer from the ſkies 
The throne of glory blots, how blank he throws 
Averſe his deſp'rate eyes from each kind ray, 
It deigns, in mercy to benighted man, 
Thro' my pure miniſtry reveal. In me 
The poor, oppreſs'd, expiring truſt to find 
Sure conſolation, ſweet contentment, joy 
Ecſtatic, above all that wealth, or powr 
Can boaſt, or health luxuriant. What but hell, 


Raging in theſe it's emiſſaries dark, 


Can on fo fair an office caſt a ſtain ? 


In vain the regions of bright truth explores 
Thy daring thought, while ſwift as light recedes 


Clear and more clear, th' immenſe horizon round. 


In vain thine eye each ſecondary fount 
wy | Of 
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Of joy up-tracing with delib'rate flcill, 
Each ſtream deriv'd, each branching channel ſcans. 
In vain the heav'ns, with all their glories, fill 
Thy mind unbleſs'd, unconſcious of the God, 
Of glory joy and truth eternal King, 
Of beings Being, Bliſs of bliſs ſupreme. 
Midſt thy fond dreams of ſelf-enjoyment, round 
Cloſe hem thee utter want, and blank deſpair, 
Of bliſs, of being, fails thy vital ſpring. 
Sunk unſuſtain'd in vacancy, that Self 
Thy fole-belov'd is loſt Vet, yet awake; 
Rouſe all thy ſlumb'ring faculties to love: 
Thither bend all their energy, from whence 
At firſt they ſprung, to love, to love divine, 

On all ſides preſſing on thy raptur'd Senſe 
Behold the Sov'reign Cauſe of boundleſs good 
Smiles in the vernal bloſſom's lively bluſh, 
With rapture ſwells the linnet's warbling throat, 
Breaths in the dew-bright woodbine's fragrant gale, 
With ſprightly glee the melting cluſter fills, 
Blends with each ſweet refin'd the bridal kiſs. 
A God, theſe tranſient gleams of faint delight, 
A preſent God proclaim ; no longer faint, 

Nor tranſient now. In each enamel'd mead 
An Eden blooms. Man face to face with God 
In viſion beatific converſe holds. 


Caſt 
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Caſt inward on thy ſoul a wond'ring eye: 


Thy conſecrated breaſt, with light divine, diffi vir 


As the bright Urim, beams in varied blaze.” 
Diſtin& from each reſplendent Pow'r” the God 
Breaks forth oracular, and ſpeaks thy doom, 
Heav'n-born, heav'n-favourd child, 'bleſ#d heir of heav'n. 


Midſt Paſſion's boiſt'rous ſtorm on haleyon wing 


Riſe harmony and peace. Devotion's eye 


Diſcerns thro warring clouds th Oerruling hand 
Extended —huſh'd the conflict, all is love. 
As fear thro error's miſt of ſhifting hues 

Saw adverſe gods unnumber'd rule the ſky, 

Till faith deſcry'd by truth's unbroken light, 

One Sovereign Being reign a ſov'reign good * ; 
Fear ſtill with ſin-bred ſhapes of wrath and hate, 
Hagard up-ſtarting at th' alarm of ill, | 
The genuine unity of Love confounds. 

Yet yet a moment—o'er her changeful form 

The prince of peace his radiant finger waves. 
Each frown for ever vaniſh'd from her brow 

In ſmiles ſerene diſſolving, lo! reveald 

Her native charms; a God a God confirms 

Her endleſs reign, for evil is no more. 


Nor leſs Imagination's lucid glance 1. 


Reflects the preſent God. Uncheck'd ſhe roams, 


* A Sov'reign Being but a loy'reign good qe. 
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As the Great Ruler's never-cloſing eye; 
Oer art, oer nature fading in her fight, 
Of novelty inſatiate, onward ſtrains; 
At ſome ſublimer object graſps; and now 
On being's all-attractiye Center reſts. 
With godlike energy inſtinctive borne 
Rapid beyond th' extent of ſpace and time, 
She views forth- iſſuing from the formleſs void 
Unnumber'd worlds, beneath the brooding wing 
Of God's o'er ſhadowing Spirit Sudden fled 
To their dread term of diſſolution, - hears 
From their conflagrant maſs the final trump 
Call forth new heav'ns, new earth of endleſs date, 
Where thron'd in cloudleſs majeſty, the God 
Shall from his face diſpenſe eternal day. 


Intelligence, ſhalt thou, ſublimeſt pow'r, 
That ſtampſt with the divine reſemblance man, 
Of all his faculties imperial queen, - 

Shalt thou, ordain'd their guide, from truth, from bliſs, 
From God eſtranged to vile deluſion ſtray ? 

Shalt thou, unmindful of thy regal ſtate, 

Behold thy heav'n-born ſubjects ſlaves to vice, 

Thyſelf their vile tame drudge ? ah! no, aſſert 

Their dignity and thine, tow'rd heav'n exalt 

Thy train reſplendent, Fancy, Paſſion, Senſe, 

Proſtrate preſent them ſpotleſs at his throne, 

Before whoſe footſtool nations, empires, worlds 
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Are duſt upon the ſcale. Tis thine to trace ; 78 h A 
The ſhadow of his footſteps, - whom nor heayn . 
Nor all creation's vaſt circumf rence holde 
With bleſſings infinite diſtinciy, mark d; 
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Whoſe will is kindneſs unxeſtrain d, his laws 
Impartial grace, his judgments merey lll. 
"Tis mine to urge thee: in theſe. ſteps to treads, 1 
Here fix unmoveably uprais d thine e.. 
Expand with ardent love, and ſtill expand l el 
Th' enraptur'd breaſt,” capacious of the G bo 3C 
Whoſe love each faculty alone o mnt boot in T 


Alone concent'ring- all thy pws in one, 1 n n nos 
Alone the ſum compleat of perfect Bliſs. WOIHI 


8 
34 


* 
© FE # * 
* < 


* 
— 


1 


” * * * : ” 
, «* # 14 14 % SE l i PF, BS 2 * f : 
# i 33 # 2 - - —— # 4 + 11. 2 nl Q «= ; / 
Z 
* 14 'L 
P 7 
& 6 © "4 = 
f 1. 4 1 wa, 
8. 
199 f 
* 
4 - = , - - Tj 
? 
1 
1 
5 
— 


